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IT  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  or  too  generally  known  and  understood, 
with  a  hope  and  view  to  the  removal  of  the  Taxes  on  Houses  and  Windows 
— those  causes  of  general  dissatisfaction  and  just  complaint  amongst  the 
middle  and  industrious  Classes — XXidtt  the  amount  of  Rental  paid  for  houses 
is  no  jiMt  criterion  or  representative  of  the  property  and  means  of  the  occupier 
or  tenarit ;  and  therefore  Rental  is  not  a  real  and  solid  basis  for  Taxation. 
If  no  other  cause  of  complaint  existed  against  this  mode  of  Taxation,  it 
would  amply  suffice  to  adduce  the  extensive  variations  in  the  value  of 
Houses  from  locality  only.  It  is  well  known  that  Houses  in  or  near  Cities 
and  large  Towns  acquire  an  infinitely  higher  value;  but  does  it  follow  that 
the  Occupants  of  Houses  so  situated  are  possessed  of  Wealth  in  proportion 
to  the  increased  rate  of  Taxation?  Is  not  the  contrary  notoriously  the  case, 
the  great  majority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cities  being  those  who  live  by 
their  exertions  or  abilities?  Another  and  most  fatal  objection  is  to  be 
found  in  the  unequal  mode  of  rating  House  Property  for  Taxation. 

The  absurd  sophism  sometimes  advanced,  that  if  the  House  and 
Window  Duties  were  repealed,  the  Occupants  would  not  be  benefited, 
but  the  Landlords,  is  clearly  a  fallacy.  Rent  is  the  Landlord's  fair  re- 
muneration for  the  outlay  and  employment  of  his  capital,  and  the  amount  of 
Rent  rests  upon  the  expenditure  for  Building,  &c.  ;  any  attempt  to  raise 
rent  beyond  a  fair  rate  is  met  and  levelled  at  once  by  Competition :  and 
therefore  such  a  mode  of  defending  these  obnoxious  imposts  is  futile. 

To  illustrate  the  state  of  the  Assessments  in  England  and  Wales,  a  copy 
of  the  Parliamentary  Return  is  given,  with  a  Statement  of  the  Principal 
Residences  in  each  County*,  from  which,  it  will  be  apparent,  all  the 
calculations  by  which  Houses  in  the  large  Towns,  &c.  are  valued,  have  been 
omitted. 

The  people  of  England  look  forward  in  the  confiding  expectation,  that 
the  Repeal  of  these  Taxes,  so  partial  and  oppressive,  will,  on  a  strong 
expression  of  Public  Opinion^  be  supported  by  the  present  Ministry — an 
expectation  justly  founded  on  the  decided  opposition  displayed  towards 
the  House  and  Window  Taxes  within  a  very  few  years- by  many  Members 
of  the  present  Cabinet. 


*  From  the  Law  and  Commercial  Remembrancer  for  1833, 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  number  of  Houses  assessed  to  the  Inhabited  House 
with  the  Total  Amount  of  Rental  at  which  each  Class  was  assessed, 
separate  Account,  made  out  in  like  manner,  of  the  number  of  Houses 
Surrey  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality;  the  remaining  part  of  the  Hun- 
the  Hundred  of  Becontree,  in  Essex ;  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made 
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From  tlie  official  returns,  laid   before  ParHament,  J  Of  which  number  Lon- 

it  appears  the  total  number  of  houses  in  f     don,  Middlesex,  and 

England  and  Wales  of  the  annual  T     Westminster  contain 

value  of  £10.  and  under  £15.  amount  to  116,030) 15,923 

of  the  value  of  15          20          66,394      J3,093 

20         30         74,499     24,038 

30         40         ....        44,909     18,734 

40         50         26,027     13,549 

50         ....         60         14,723     8,036 

60         70         10,264     5,869 

70         80         ....           5,640     3,227 

80         90         4,817     2,850 

90         100         ....           1,891      1,084 

100         ....       110         ....           4,093     2,54^ 

110    150    ....     4,091  2,863 

150    200    2,494  1,91 1 

200         300         ....  1,925     ..       1,643 

300         400         551 487 

400     and   upwards          ...  438     ......  419 

Totals    ..    378,786    116,279 


The  total  amount  of  the  house  rental  of  England  and  Wales  is  11,154,109/.,  of 
which  London,  Middlesex,  and  Westminster  contribute  5,143,34^/.  The 
amviint  of  the  assessment  for  the  Metropolitan  Districts  is  most  strikingly 
remarkable,  but  surprise  vanishes  upon  a  careful  investigation,  and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  indignation  at  the  unfair  and  unequal  manner  in  which  house  pro- 
perty has  been  rated  for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  In  London  and  the  populous 
suburbs,  the  dwellings  of  many  thousands  of  hard-working  industrious  men, 
men  of  very  trifling  property,  whose  houses  solely  acquire  a  high  value  from 
being  in  thoroughfares,  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  for  trade 
only,  are  rated,  to  the  inhabited  house  duty^  considerably  higher  than  the 
dwellings  of  noblemen  of  princely  fortunes,  residing  in  the  different  coun- 
ties in  England,  whose  houses  are,  comparatively  speaking,  palaces.  Here 
is  an  act  of  parliament,  the  provisions  of  which  are  forcibly  plain,  directing 
**  that  in  all  cases  the  real  annual  value  shall  he  tahenfor  the  purpose  oj'  assess- 
ment,'' notoriously  evaded  and  shamefully  avoided  :  a  rale  upon  the  full 
value,  or  7-8ths  of  the  value,  is  acted  upon  generally  where  the  middle  and 
industrious  classes  are  concerned;  but  in  other  cases,  two-thirds  of  the 
real  value,  one-half  of  the  value,  one  quarter,  and  an  eighth,  have  been  takeii 
in  defiance  of  all  law  and  justice.  It  is  obvious  that  the  principal  part  of 
the  inhabited  house  duty  has  been  thrown  upon  industry,  and  that  the  pow- 
erful and  Wealthy  classes  have  contHved  to  escape  without  paying  a  quarter 
of  their  due  proportion.  Even  in  London — how  many  of  the  occupants  of 
houses  in  the  fashionable  streets  and  squares  pay  upon  the  rental  paid,  which 
is  of  course  the  real  annual  value,  and  as  such  can  alone  be  suffered  to  be 
taken  for  the  purposes  of  assessment  ?  The  law  can  admit  of  no  collusion, 
subterfuge,  or  evasion ;  houses  let  at  20,  30,  40,  and  50  pounds  per  annum 
pay  upon  the  full  rental,  or  nearly  so  ;  and  that  being  the  case,  why  should 
not  all  ? 

This  is  a  subject  which  comes  home  to  every  fire-side,  and  one  which 
will  amply  repay  a  careful  and  searching  examination;  it  opens  our  eyes  to 
a  system  long  suspected  to  be  in  existence — the  startling  fiict  is  plainly 
apparent,  that  in  direct  taxation  the  wealthy  orders  have  not  contri- 
buted on«-fourth  of  their  due  share.    It  is  sufficiently  obvious  iyliere  ffie 
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burthen  of  taxation  has  lain  with  fearful  and  overpowering  weight;  pressing 
heavily  on  the  springs  of  industry, — devouring  the  hard  earnings  of  toiling 
men,  who  may  be  truly  described,  in  the  language  of  Burns,  as  "the  neg- 
lected many,  whose  nerves,  whose  sinews,  and  whose  days  are  sold  to  the 
minions  of  fortune." 

It  must  appear  somewhat  singular  to  the  uninitiated  to  find  the  highest 
payers  to  the  dwelling  house  duty*  not  the  owners  of  extensive,  magnificent, 
and  splendid  mansions,  with  ample  means  and  princely  incomes — but 
retail  shopkeepers, — ^the  occupants  of  shops  and  warehouses  !  We  well  know 
that  the  law  literally  enforced  would,  by  this  time,  have  laid  one  half  the 
country  mansions  of  the  nobility  in  ruins  j  the  omission  of  the  literal  mean- 
ing and  intent  of  the  act  throws  a  most  undue  weight  and  proportion  of 
taxation  upon  industry.  "  Hinc  illce  lachrymce"  If  we  insure  a  ship  from 
the  perils  of  the  sea,  or  our  houses  from  damage  by  fire  j  or  if  we  insure  our 
lives  as  a  provision,  in  case  of  death,  for  the  benefit  of  surviving  relatives,  we 
pay  insurance  for  protection  in  proportion  to  the  amount  insured ;  and  by 
the  same  rule  of  reason  and  common  sense,  if  an  individual  has  an 
income  derived  from  property  amounting  to  100/.  per  annum,  or  1,000/., 
10,000/-,  or  60,000/.,  they  should  each  pay  a  fair,  just,  and  equal  proportion, 
according  to  their  respective  means,  towards  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  institutions  and  establishments  which  shield  and  protect  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  property.  Under  the  existing  mode  no  sort  of  propor- 
tion exists  between  property  and  taxation*  a  peer  with  30,000/.  per  ami,  in 
frequent  instances,  paying  no  more  in  house  duty  annually,  possibly  less, 
than  a  person  whose  whole  property  put  together  would  not  amount  to 
3,000/.  The  total  repeal  of  the  assessed  taxes,  and  the  imposition  of  a 
fairly  levied,  equally  divided  tax  vpon  property,  which  would  take  from 
all  in  proportion  to  their  means,  w'lW  be  more  equitable,  and,  beyond  all 
comparison,  divide  the  burthen  of  taxation  more  equally.  Such  a  measure 
would  give  general  satisfaction,  and  be  productive  of  infinite  good,  by 
sweeping  away  the  various  checks  and  clogs,  which,  under  the  system  of 
the  assessed  taxes,  prevents  employment  and  cripples  industry. 

The  inconsistencies  and  inequalities  in  the  house  duty,  its  total  inade- 
quacy and  inefficiency  as  a  financial  measure  to  equalize  the  weight  of  the 
taxation  of  the  state,  are  plain  and  practical  grievances,  clearly  seen,  and  sen- 
sibly felt  as  such  by  the  most  deserving  classes,  who  have  for  a  long  period 
supported  patiently,  with  praiseworthy  fortitude  and  forbearance,  the  un- 
justifiable and  oppressive  burthen  shifted  upon  them  ;  it  is  now  reasonable 
they  should  be  relieved  by  an  alteration  which  would  at  once  come  home  to 
their  immediate  wants  and  interests.  The  state  has  undeniably  a  most 
just  and  undoubted  claim  upon  all  for  the  protection  given,  and  from  all 
the  legislature  must  take  in  proportion  to  their  means, — in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  stake  in  the  nation —gmded  by  the  value  of  their  property,  not 
by  the  fallacious  and  misleading  proof  of  property,  the  payment  of  a  heavy 
rental  for  a  shop  or  warehouse,  or  the  scarcely  less  fallacious  test,  the  rent 
of  the  dwellings  occupied  by  the  middle  classes  geneially.  What  criterion 
of  property  is  there  in  renting  large  premises  for  a  school,  or  a  highly  rented 
shop  or  warehouse?  a  proof  of  industry,  talent  and  exertion  truly,  but  not 
of  property.  The  weight  is  laid  just  precisely  where  it  ought  not  to  be — 
upon  industry,  exertion,  skill,  and  labour  j  upon  qualities  which  a  wise  and 
good  government  should  ever  bestow  fostering  and  anxious  care  and  pro- 
lection,  not  depress  by  tyrannical  and  over-reaching  measures  of  finance; 
the  house  duty  in  point  of  injustice  is  without  a  parallel— in  a  nation  too 
boasting  British  justice,  liberality,  and  generosity ! 

•  The  great  majority  by  comparison  is  of  course  alluded  to,  and  not  a  few  individual  cases. 


BEDFORD.* 

We  find  in  the  county  of  Bedford  (according  to  the  oath  of  the  assessor,  or 
surveyor,  sworn  to  act  faithfully  and  honestly,  without  favor  or  affection,  and 
under  49th  Geo.  3,  cap.  55,  by  which  the  commissioners  of  taxes  are  authorized 
to  increase  the  assessments  in  all  cases  to  the  actual  rent  paid,  or,  if  not  let, 
but  occupied  by  the  owners,  to  the  real  annual  value  at  which  the  premises 
might  be  let;  the  commissioners,  surveyors,  &c.  being  bound  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  :) 

Annually. 
7  houses  rated  at  501.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty,  £7 


3         -        -  60^. 

1         -        -        100/.         -        -        -        - 
1  -        -        UOl.         .        .        -        - 

1  -        -        200^  .        .        -        - 

1         -        -        400/.  and  upwards. 
The  principal  dwellings  in  this  couuty  consist  of 


e?  1 

8 

8  10 

0 

14    3 

4 

15  11 

8 

28    6 

8 

Battlesden  Park,  Sir  G.  P.  Turner 
Woburn  Abbey,  Duke  of  Bedford 
A  princely,  extensive,  and  magnificent  seat,  the 
stables  constituting  the  wings  of  an  elegant  build- 
ing, the  centre  formed  by  a  riding-house  and  ten- 
nis-court, connecting  a  coloimade  (a  quarter  of  a 
mile  long)  with  the  noble  owner's  private  apart- 
ments— green-house  140  feet  long,  park  walled 
round — twelve  miles  in  circumference. 
Hawnes  House,  Lord  Carteret 


Wrest  Park,  Lady  De  Grey 
Warden,  Lord  Ongley 
Cople  House,  Earl  of  Ludlow 
Melchburn  Park,  Lord  St.  John  ^ 
Oakley  House,  Marquess  of  Tavistock 
Bletsoe  Park,  Lord  St.  John 
Ampthill  Park,  Lord  Holland 
Wrest  House,  Countess  De  Grey 


The  highest  rate  in  the  county  is  upon  400/.  and  upwards,  without  specifying 
to  what  extent,  which  no  doubt  applies  to  Woburn,  the  princely  abode  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

Only  seven  houses  in  the  county  are  rated  above  50/.  per  annum.  We  refer 
to  the  list  of  the  twelve  principal  residents  in  this  county,  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  five  in  number  out  of  the  twelve  enumerated,  pay  no  more  than 
71.  Is.  8d.  annually  for  dwelling  house  duty,  though  consisting  of  Marquesses, 
Earls,  and  Lords  ! 

BERKS. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 
2  houses  rated  at  90/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  d^l2  15  0 
14      -        -  100/.        -  -  .  .  14    3    4 

10      -        -  110/ 15  11     8 

2       -        -  150/.        -  -  -  -  21     5    0 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Englefield  House,  —  De  Beauvoir,  esq. 
Hedsor  Lodge,  Lord  Boston 
A  noble  mansion. 

Basildon,  Sir  F.  Sykes,  hart. 
Coleshill  House,  Lord  Folkstone 
Aldermaston  House,  W.  Congreve,  esq. 
Padworth  House,   T.  Baron,  esq. 
Caversham  Park,  Col.  Marsac 
Beaumont  Lodge,  Lord  Ashbrook 
Dropmore,  Lord  Grenville 

Seven  noble  lords  rated  at  110/.  per  annum  for  inhabited  house  duty,  and 
yearly  contributing  15/.  Us.  Qd.  each,  in  direct  taxation  under  this  head,  as  their 


Benham  Park,  Margravine  of  Anspach 
Hampstead  Lodge,  Earl  Craven 
Wytham  Abbey,  Earl  of  Abingdon 
Ditton  Park,  Lord  Montagu 
Stuffings,  Lord  Dorchester 
Billingbear,  Lord  Braybrooke 
Southill  Park,  Lord  Foxford 
Mongewell  House,  Bishop  of  Durham 
Fawley  Court,  fF.  B.  W.  Freeman,  esq. 


•  In  the  Tables  (vide  pp.  4-5)  the  rates  are  thus  given :— ^90  and  under  ^100. ;  ^100.  and 
under  .£110.  &c.  The  lowest  amount  is  taken,  which  in  the  generality  of  cases  will  be  found  to 
apply  to  the  different  mausions,  particularly  tliose  of  bigU  value. 


generous  and  powerful,  and  witha)  equal  and  just,  proporlion,  towards  meeting 
Sie  weighty  burthens  of  the  state;  151.  11*.  8rf.  inhabited  house  duty  is  paid 
by  some  hundi-eds  annually  from  their  daily  exertions,  three-fourths  of  whom, 
if  their  debts  were  paid,  would  not  be  worth  lOOZ.  in  the  world.  The  inhabited 
house  duty,  or  rather  the  income  tax  so  called,  is  nftost  offensively  partial  in 
©peration,  and  inj urious  in  effect. 

BUCKS. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  the  eounty  of  Bucks — 

AHnually. 

b  houses  rated  at  90^  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty^  £\2  15  0 

7        -  -p     lot)/.  -  -  -  -  14    3  4    A 

1         -  '     llO;.  -  -  -  15  11  8 

1         -  -     150/.  -  -  -  21     5  0 

1         -  -     200/.  -  -  -  -  28    6  8 

1         -  -     300/.  -  -  -  -  42  10  0 


The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  consist  of — 

Stoke  Park,  J.  Penn,  esq. 

Large  square  centre — two  wings — south  front 
19€  feet  long,  ornamented  with  a  colonnade, — 
rated  at  ^150.  per  annum. 


Wycombe  Abbey,  Lord  Cai^ington 

Wycombe  Park,  Sir  J.  D.  King,  hart. 

Spacious  building — south  front  300  feet — lofty 
apartments  —  painted  ceilings — gilt  cornices — 
marble  door  frames — mahogany  staircase — exten- 
sive grounds,  jf  150.  per  annum. 

Shardeloes,  T.  T.  Drake,  esq. 

Stowe,  Duke  qf  Buckingham 

A  magnificent  seat,  the  greatest  ornament  of 
the  county,  with  towers,  columns,  obelielv^,  and 
temples;  principal  front  916  feet  from  east  to 
west  —  centre  wings  —colonnades  — Corinthian 
columns — pilastres — flight  of  31  stops — splendid 
interior — noble  rooms — saloon  paved  with  mar- 
ble— Scagliola  columns — white  marble  capitals  ; 


12  statues;  extensive  grounds — delightful  woods, 

&c.  &c.,  rated  as  worth  .iTSOO,  per  annum,  and 

£i2.  lOs.    inhabited  house  duty  paid   for  thia 

princely  and  splendid  abode  ! 

Hartwell,  Rev.  Sir  G.  Lee,  hart. 

Beechwood,  Sir  J.  Sebright 

Aston  Clinton,  Lord  Lake 

Ditton  Park,  Lord  Montagu 
Missenden,  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire 
Penn  House,  Earl  Howe 
Peterley  House,  Lord  Dormer 
Dropraore  Lodge,  Lord  Grenville 
Newport  House,  Lord  St.  Helens 
Court  Garden,  Lord  Gardner 
Tver,  Lord  GambicT 
Cosgrove  Priory,  Lord  Lynedoch 
Early  Court,  Lord  Stowell 


We  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  clause  in  the  act  permitting  a  quarter  or 
third  of  the  full  value  to  be  taken  in  particular  cases  ;  it  is  perfectly  clear  if  the 
law  is  enforced  to  the  letter  in  any  instances  (and  it  is  in  60  cases  out  of  each 
100),  it  must  be  so  in  all,  for  then  a  much  lower  rate  fairly  divided  would 
produce  the  same  revenue.  Taxation  is  at  present  so  cleverly  contrived,  that 
a  man  with  600/.  per  annum,  earned  by  daily  exertion,  and  one  with  30,000/. 
per  annum,  independent  fortune,  contribute  equally  to  the  expenses  of  the  state  : 
whereas  the  one  should  pay  just  sixty  times  more  than  the  other.  The  system  is 
disgracefully  absurd  altogether,  calculated  to  save  appearances  by  exacting  a 
mere  shadow  of  taxation  from  the  powerful  classes,  instead  of  a  due  share, 
and  to  throw  the  principal  weight  upon  industry. 

Stowe,  the  magnificent  Stowe  !  rated  at  800/.  per  annum :  seventy-five 
liouses  in  the  City  of  London  are  rated  at  a  similar  amount,  worth  not  one  twen- 
tieth part  of  the  value  of  Stowe,  and  acquiring  even  thut  value,  not  as  dwelling 
or  inhabited  houses,  (the  professed  object  for  taxation  contemplated  in  levying 
this  tax,)  but  as  banking  houses  or  large  shops  in  the  principal  thoroughfares  ; 
consequently,  not  one-third  of  the  value  in  justice  ought  to  have  been  considered 
as  belonging  to  the  dwelling-house.  With  respect  to  houses  occupied  for  tlie 
purposes  of  trade,  we  find  all  circumstances  which  increase  the  value  taken  to 
fill  up  an  enormous  assessment :  yet  the  princely  abode  of  a  noble  Duke,  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation,  is  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  dwelling  of  a  Ludgate-hill 
haberdasher.  £i2.  10s.  inhabited  house  duty  paid  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
for  Stowe — the  regal  Stowe  ! 


11 


CAMBftlDGE. 
We  find  in  this  county 

Annually. 

1  house  rated  at  9001.   paying  inhabited  house  duty     ^£^28    6  8 

1         .        -          150/.        -            -            -            -        -      21     6  0 

3        -        -          no;.        -            -            -            -        -      15  11  8 

3        -        -          lOO;.        -            -            -            -        -      14    3  4 


Madingly  Park,  Sir  St.  Vimeiit  Cotton 
Cheveley  Park,  Duke  of  Rutland 
Ick worth  Park,  Earl  of  Bristol 
Ely  Palace,  Bishop  of  Ely 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Waresley  Park,  Earl  of  Kilmorey 
Wiinpole  Hall,  Earl  of  Uardrvicke 

The  most  splendid  residence   in  the  county. 
Bourne  House,  Earl  de  la  IVarre 

Wimpole  Hall,  the  Earl  of  Ilardwicke,  rated  at  200^  per  annum,  and  contribut- 
ing 28L  6s.  Sd.  annually,  as  being  a  fair  proportion  of  taxation,  and  sworn  to 
as  the  full  and  real  bond  fide  annual  value  of  WirapoleHall.  This  being  theca^e, 
we  are  bound  to  believe  it,  and  can  only  state,  the  sooner  such  a  mode  of 
awarding  the  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  state  is  thrown  up  the  better  for 
all  parties  concerned.  In  this  county  we  And  five  noblemen  of  high  rank  con- 
tributing no  more  in  taxation,  under  this  very  important  head,  than  any  five 
individuals  whose  dwellings^  detached  from  the  part  appropriated  to  trade,  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  included  in  the  valuation,  arc  not  worth  30/.  per 
anauni. 

CHESTER. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns. there  is  in  this  county — 

1  house  rated  at  300Z.  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 
1         -        -  200/.  .  -  -  - 

3        -        -  150/.  .... 

3        -        -  110/,  .... 

8        -        -  100/.  .... 


Annually. 

^42 

10 

0 

98 

6 

8 

21 

6 

0 

15 

u 

8 

14    3    4 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Capesthorn  Hall,  T).  Davenport^  esq. 
Astle  Park,  Col.  Parker 
Over  Peover  Park,  Sir  H.   M.  Main- 
waring 
Mere  Hall,  P.  L.  Brooke,  esq. 
Booth  Hall,  J.  Legh,  esq. 
Crewe  Hall,  Lord  Crerve 
Doddinglon  Hall,  Sir  J.  Broughton 

A  spacious  and  splendid  fabric. 
Combermere  Abbey,  Lord  Combermere 
Cholmoudeley  Castle,   Marquess  of 

Cholmondeley 
A  magnificent  structure  of  immense  proportions. 
Eaton  Hall.  Marquess  of  Westminster 
Superh  inan-ijou — ^two  fronts — spacious  centre  ; 
lar^e  wiufrs— lofty  vaulted  portico — admit  a  car- 
saloon,  looking  down  upon  a  ter- 


race 350  feet  Ion?— great  hall,  a  lofty  room  two 
stories  high,  paved  with  marble  ;  venerable  ave- 
nue— plantations,  &c. 

Bolesworth  Castle,   T.  Tarleten,  esq, 
Marple  Hall,  J.  B.  Isherirood,  esq. 
Dunham  Mas  sey.  Earl  of  Standard 
Norton  Priory,  Sir  R.  Brooke 
Tabley  Park,  Sir  J.  F.  Leicester 
Outhrington  Hall,  J.  Trafford,  e^q. 
Lyme  Park,   T.  Legh,  esq. 
A  noble  mansion  ;  conservatory  120  feet  long. 
Bramhall  Hall,   VV.  Davenport,  esq. 
Vale  Royal  Abbey,  Lord  Delamere 
Hootou  Hall,  Sir  T.  M.  Stanley,  bart. 
Godolphia  Park,  Duke  of  Leeds 
Tarporley,  Lord  Alvanlcy 
riaire— grand  saloon,  looking  down  upon  a  ter-   Chester  Palace,  Bishop  of  Chester 
Eaton  Hall,  rated  at  3iK)/.  per  annum,  and  paying  42/.  IDs.  house  duty  yearly  ! 
Cholmondeley  Castle,  the  Marquess  of  Cholmondeley,  rated  as  worth  200/. 
per  annum,  and  paying  28/.  Qs.  M.  duty. 

Godolphin  Park,  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  rated  as  worth  150/.  per  annum,  and 
paying  21/.  5s.  Od.  inhabited  house  duty. 
Chester  Palace  the  same,  21/.  5s.  Od. 

If  all  the  rates  in  the  county  of  Chester  are  made  with  the  same  degree  of  pro- 
portion between  the  real  value  an. I  the  rate  for  assessment,  there  can  be,  we 
should  presume,  but  few  appeals  for  overcluixges- 

Poor  rate,  church  rate,  &c.  are  of  course  in  the  same  proportion. 
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CORNWALL. 

According?  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  the  County  of  Cornwall— 

Annually. 
6  houses  rated  at  llOl.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty    d^l6  11    8 


2  -         -  80^. 

2  -         -  70^. 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 
Clowance,  Sir  J.  St.  Aubyn,  hart. 
In  a  park  five  miles  in  circumference. 
Tehidy,  Lord  de  Dumtanville 

In  a  park  and  ground  700  acres. 
Polvellan,  C.  Buller,  esq, 
Werrington  House,  Buke  of  Northum- 
berland 
Pencarron,  Sir  W,  Molesworth 


11    6    8 
9  18    4 


Bennets,  Lord  de  DunstanviUe 
Cotele,  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcumbe 
Port  Eliot,  Earl  of  St.  German's 
iTregothnan,  Earl  of  Falmouth 
Treverry,    Viscount  Exmouth 
Trefusis  Castle,  Lord  Clinton 
Carteret,  Lord  Carteret 
Boconnoe,  Lord  GrenvUle 
j  Lanydrock,  Hon.  Mrs.  Agar 


CUMBERLAND.      . 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  the  County  of  Cumberland — 

Annually^ 
1  house  rated  at  200/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty. 


1 

_ 

. 

160/. 

2 

_ 

. 

no/. 

1 

- 

- 

100/. 

2 

. 

. 

90/. 

3 

- 

. 

80/. 

£2S    0 

8 

21  5 

0 

15  11 

8 

14  3 

4 

12  15 

0 

11  6 

8 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 

Hutton  Hall,  F.  Fane,  esq.  Rose  Castle,  Bishop  of  Carlisle 

Whitehaven  Castle,  Earl  of  Lonsdale      Eden  Hall,  Sir  P.  Musyrave 
Muncaster  Castle,  Lord  Muncaster 
Ponsonby  Hall,  G.  F.  Stanley,  esq. 
Workington  Hall,  J,  C.  Curwen,  esq 


Hayton  Castle,  H.  JoUffe,  esq. 
Naworth  Castle,  Earl  of  Carlisle 
Carlton  Hall,  Lord  Wallace 


DERBY. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  the  county  of  Derby — 

Annually. 
1  house  rated  at  400/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty 


300/. 
200/. 
150/. 
110/. 
100/. 
90/. 


.£56  13 

4 

42  10 

0 

28  6 

8 

21  5 

0 

15  11 

8 

14  3 

4 

12  15 

0 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 
Melbourne  Park,  Hon.  C.  Lamb 
Bretby  Park,  Earl  of  Chesterfeld 
Elvaston,  Lord  Harrington 
Sudbury  Hall,  Lord  Vernon 

Hardwicke  Hall,  Duke  of  Devonshire 

A  far-famed  mansion,  built  of  stone — tower  at 
each  corner — spacious  court  in  front — vast  size — 
majoritvof  cliimney  corners  large  enough  for  a 
hall  or  kitchen— great  gallery  195  feet  long. 

Bolsover  Castle,  Duke  of  Portland 

Kedleston,  Lord  Scarsdale 

Magnificent  seat — centre  two  pavilions  con- 
nected by  corridors — front  360  feet  long,  grand 
haU,  20  alabaster  columns,  park,  6  miles  in  cir- 


cumference,  flourishing  plantations — venerable 

oaks. 

Willersley  Castle,  R.  Arkwright,  esq. 

Haddon  Hall,  Duke  of  Rutland 

Chatsworth,  Duke  of  Devonshire 

Forms  a  square  190  feet  long,  spacious  quad- 
rangular court,    fountain  in  centre — statue  of 
Orpheus — richly  sculptured   fronts — entrance, 
noble  flight  of  steps— interior  gcorgeously  deco- 
rated— painted  ceilings— park  nine  miles  in  cir- 
cumference—water works,  &c. 
Hassop,  Lord  Kinnaird 
Tissington  Hall,  Sir  H.  Fitzherbert 
Upottery,  Lord  Sidmouth 
[Bradley  Hall,  Earl  of  Chestti:field 
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DEVON. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  the  County  of  Devon— 

Annually, 
3  houses  rated  at  200^  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
1  -        -  150/.  .... 


IIW. 
1001. 


^28 

6 

8 

21 

6 

0 

15 

11 

8 

U 

3 

4, 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 
Castle  Hill,  Earl  Foi  tescue 
A  splendid  seat. 

Killerton  Park,  Sir  T.  D.  Acland 
Tavistock  Court,  Sir  B.  Wrey,  hart. 

A  superb  mansion  with  two  fronts  and  four 
towers,  grounds  upwards  of  seven  miles  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Ugbrook,  Lord  Clifford 

Dartington  House,  Mrs.  Champernoune 

Noble  pile  250  feet  in  length,  hall  70  feet  long 
40  feet  wide,  chimney  piece  14  feet  high. 


Saltram,  Earl  of  Morley 

Covering  an  area  of  135  feet  by  170,  park  and 
plantations  10  miles  in  circumference. 

Powderham  Castle,  Lord  Courtenay 
Mahon  House,  Earl  Stanhope 
Buckfastleigh,  Earl  of  Macclesfield 
Northmolton,  Earl  of  Morley 
Upper  Ottery,    Viscount  Sidmouth 
Stevenston,  Lord  Rolle 
Bickton,  Lord  Rolle 
Exeter  Palace,  Bishop  of  Exeter 


We  suggest  a  reference  to  the  rates  for  this  county  of  the  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal dwellings,  to  the  occupants  of  those  dwellings,  and  their  annual  income; 
and  a  comparison  with  the  inhabitants  in  any  street  in  London  similarly  rated, 
and  their  annual  income,  and  that  income  not  untoiled  for  and  unearned,  but 
gathered  under  the  harassing  and  anxious  cares  of  a  life  of  incessant  exertion  ; 
it  will  then  be  plainly  visible  that  one  class  of  the  community  are  (for  enough 
is  paid,  a  semblance  kept  up  to  impose  upon  public  credulity)  exempted  from 
their  due  share  of  taxation  by  overtaxing  other  persons  j  and  yet  people  marvel 
at  the  burthens  of  the  state  being  complained  of:  how  can  it  be  otherwise  when 
those  whose  venture  in  the  vessel  of  the  state  is  small,  are  made  to  pay  the 
major  part  of  the  charges  and  expences  for  the  protection  of  the  estates  and 
wealth  of  others  ? 

Under  this  system  of  finance,  an  individual  struggling  to  obtain  a  living  is 
taxed  most  enormously ;  but  should  a  fortunate  event  place  that  individual 
in  a  state  of  independence,  he  may  then,  when  in  a  point  of  circumstances  more 
able  to  bear  a  fair  proportion  of  taxation,  obtain  an  exemption  from  at  least 
7-8ths  of  the  burthen  he  was  compelled  to  bear  when  his  industry  alone  supplied 
the  means  ;  for  instance,  in  the  county  of  Radnor,  a  person  worth  10,000/.  per 
annum  would  be  called  upon  for  no  more  than  21.  6s.  annually  in  house  duty, 
that  being  the  highest  rate  in  the  county. 

DORSET. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

1  house  rated  at  200/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty 

2  -  -  150/. 
1  -  -  110/. 

6  -  -  100/.                -            -            - 

I  -  -  90/.                -            -            - 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 
Encombe,  Earl  of  Etdon 
Sherborne  Castle,  Earl  of  Digby 
Parnham  House,  Sir  W.  Oglander 
Melbury  House,  Earl  of  Ilchester 
Gibside,   Countess  of  Strathmore 
Huish  House,  Lord  Clinton 
Brianston,  E.  B.  P(yrtman,  esq. 

Only  one  house  rated  at  200/.  per 
five  noble  Earls,  two  noble  Lords,  a 
prietors  1 


Annually. 
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Milton  Abbey,  Lady  C.  Darner 
St.  Giles's  House,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
Brooke  House,  Earl  Brooke  8f  Warwick 
Rushmore  Lodge,  Lord  Rivei's 
Studland,  G.  Bankes,  esq. 
Kingston  Hall,  H.  Bankes,  esq. 

annum,  though  we  find  the  residences  of 
Countess,  and  several  large  landed  pro- 


14 

DURHAM. 

By  the  officJal  rofuitis  it  appears  there  are  in  this  county 

10  hoTHses  rated  as  wo¥th  10(W.  per  annum,  and  none  higher. — Not  a  house  in 
the  CouMty  let  at  more  than  100/.  per  annum,  Of  worth  more. 

The  j^rincipal  dwellings  consist  of 


Bishops  Auckland  Castle, Bp. of  DurJiam 

Rated  at  100/.  per  aniuina. 
Croxdale  Hall,   W.  T.  Salrln 
BMfalicepeth  Castle,  W.  Russell,  esq^ 
Ravensworth  Castle,  Lord  Ravensworth 

Lutniey  Castle,  Earl  of  Scarborough 
Majestic  edifice — ^tm+ets  at  each  angle — great 


Wynyard  Park,  Marq.  of  Londonderri/ 
Raby  Castle,  Duke  of  Cleveland 

Magnificent  seat,  of  imposing  effect,  numerous 
apartments — vast  entrance  ball — arched  roof 
supported  by  pillars — over  the  ball  a  spacious 
room  iu  which  700  knights  have  been  entertained 
— stone  minstrels  gallery — park — plantations — 
grounds  ahundantly  wooded,  one  terrdce 2250 feet 


hall  90  feet  lony— minstrel's  gallery— numerous  I  long  ;  rated  as  worth  100/.  per  annum  ! 
apartments— fine    dimensions— eleganUy    fur- 1  Streatlam  Castle,  Lady  Straihmore 

Lambton  Hall,  Lord  Durkam 
Axwell  Park,  SJ>»  T.  GUtveriner^bOfrt.  Rated  at  lOO/.  per  annum. 

Bishops  Auckland  Castle,  100/.  per  annum,  \U.  3s.  M.  duty. 

Raby  Castlfe,  rated  at  100/.  per  annum,  \U.  3s.  4rf.  duty.  The  magnificent 
Raby  valued  at  100/.  per  annum,  with  the  kennels  and  outbuildings  !  An  instance 
can  be  given  of  a  tradesman  in  Regent-street  who  is  assessed  at  400/.  for  a 
house  only  21  feet  by  25,  exactly  four  times  the  assessment  of  Raby  Castle. 
How  inflexibly  just  !  the  Tradesman  pays  56/.  13s.  M.  per  annum  for  his  humble 
dwelling, — the  wealthy  Nobleman  pays  14/.  3s.  id.  for  his  magnificent  Castle  !!! 

Lumley  Castle,  100/.  per  annum,    14/.  3s.  4//.  duty. 

In  the  county  of  Durham,  not  one  house  rated  higher  than  100/.  per  annum,  or 
that  pays  more  than  \U.  3s.  4rf.  inhabited  house  duty — not  a  dwelling  in  the  county 
sworn  to  heworthmore  than  lOO/.  per  ann.  in  Value,  the  Bishop  of  Durham's  palace 
included.  "  A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing,"  and  in  truth  so  it  has  been 
experienced  ;  for  had  the  people  of  England  been  better  informed,  they  would 
never  have  tolerated  a  system  of  assessment  which  calls  upon  men  of  princely 
iticorties  and  individuals  in  straitened  circumstances  for  an  equal  amount  iu 
taxation. 

The  interest  of  the  national  debt  must  be  paid, — the  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try supported. — Granted  ;  but  the  contribution  from  individuals,  by  taxation, 
should  be  in  accordance  with  their  mearts.  A  property  tax  of  five  per  cent,  upon  a 
revenue  of  90,000/.  per  annum,  would  amount  to  1,000/.  yearly,  and  five  per 
cent,  upon  property  producing  100/.  yearly,  would  amount  to  61. :  tins  we  take 
to  be  the  simple  but  fundamental  principle  upon  which  a  just  system  of  taxation 
should  rest,  each  paying  according  to  his  means.  14/.  3s.  4d.  annually  in 
house  duty,  the  principal  head  of  taxation  to  which  the  aflBuent  are  liable,  is 
really  a  very  pitiful  sum  for  persoiis  in  the  receipt  of  from  90  tO  30,000^  annu- 
ally to  pay  towards  the  interest  of  the  national   debt,  &c. 

ESSEX. 

It  appetts  by  the  offickil  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 

3  houses  rated  at  300/.  each  paying  inhabited  bouse  duty,     £4^  10    0 

11         -        -  2001.  -  -  -  -  28    6    8 

The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Shortgrove,  —  Smith,  esq. 
Audley  House,  Lord  Brai/brooke 

Magnificent     mansion — said"   to     hare    cost 
200,000/.  building,  rated  at  300^.  per  annum.  666 
years  purchase  upon  the  rehtal  I 
Easton  Lodge,  Lord  Maynard 
Down  Hallj  —  Sehvyn,  esq. 
We^ldllall,  0.  T.  T(m^er,tsq. 
Har«  Hall,  B,  Severn,  esq. 


Thomdifti^  Hkll ,  Lard  Pelre 

Grand  saloon  60  ft.  by  30,  a  jirincely  and  mag- 
nificent mansion  with  menngerie,  exTeiisivepark, 
cliapel,  &c.  rated  at  SOO/.  per  annum. 
Ingateston  Hall,  Lord  Petite 
Braxted  Lodge,  P.  Du  Cane,  esq. 
Bell  House,  Sir  T.  B.  Lcnnoi-d 
Terling  Place,  Lady  Raymond 


M 


GLOUCESTER. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  coimty 

6  houses  rated  at  400/.  and  upwards  Annnally. 

6-2         300/.   each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  SMi  10    0 

13        -          -          200^              -            -            -            -  38    6    8 

43        -          -           150/.              -            -            -            -  21     5    0 


The  principal  dwellingg  are 

Dyrham  Park,  W.  Btathwayte,  esq, 
Doddingtou  Park,  Sir  G.B.  Codrlngton 
Badminton  Park,  Duke  of  Beavfoit 

Park  nine  miles  in  circumference,  truly  mag- 
nificent mansion. 
Batsford,  Lord  Redesdale 
Toddington  Park,  C.  //.  Tracey,  esq. 
Addlesthrop  House,  J.  B,  East,  esq. 
S  to  well  Park,  Lord  Ston'ell 
Barrington  Park,  Lord  Di/nevor 
Sherborne  House,  Lord  Sherborne 
8andywell  Park,   W.  L.  Lawrertee,  esq. 
Flaxley  Abbey,  Sir  T.  C.  Bocret/,  hart. 
Lydney  Park,  Sir  C.  BBathurst 
Oakley  Park,  Earl  Bathurst 


Fairford  Park,  J.  R.  Barker,  esq, 
Bowden  Hall,  J.  H.  Byles,  esq. 
Rendcomb  Park,  Sir  B.  W.  Guise 
Qatcorabe  Park,  D.  Ricaixlo,  esq. 
Hill  House,  fl.  S.  Paul,  esq. 
Berkeley  Gastle,  Lord  Segrave 
Hartpury  Court,  R,  Canniiuj,  esq. 
Woodchcster  Park,  Lord  Ducie 
Painswick  House,  W.  IL  Hyeft,  esq. 
White ombe  Park,  Sir  W.  Hicks 
Stoke  Gitford  Park,  Duke  of  Beaufcrrt 
King's  Weston,  Lord  de  Clifford 
Sedbury  Park,  G.  Ormerod,  esq. 
Clearwell  Gastle,  Lord  Dunraren 
Norton,  Earl  of  Harrmvhy 


Noble  scat  of  princely  magnificence. 
In  the  returns  for  this  county,  the  mansions  of  the  principal  residents  being- 
blended  with  the  extensive  buildings,  hotels,  &c.  of  Cheltenham  and  Glo'ster, 
it  is  impossible  to  single  out  the  individuals  whose,  habitations  are  undervalued 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  fair  share  of  taxation.  We  see  no  reason  for  not 
supposing  but  that  the  same  inequalities  exist  with  reSpect  to  the  real  value* 
and  amount  rated  as  in  other  counties  ;  the  same  management,  the  result  of  a 
studied  system,  well  understood,,  has  of  course  extended  its  effects  to  Glouces- 
tershire, though  very  possibly  not  one  person  in  the  list  for  this  county  is 
conscious  he  is  not  rated  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  parliament.  A 


HANTS, 

By  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually.. 
2  houses  rated  at  SOO/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  ^42  10  a 
10-        -  -  200^  -  -  -  -  28    (i    » 

9         -  -  150^.  -  -  -  -  21     5    0 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Hurstbourne  Park,  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
Cams  Hall,  H.  P.  Delme,  esq. 
Northbroofc  House,  Adml.  Colpoys 
Rose  Hill  Park,  Earl  of  Northesk 
Dogmersfield  Park,  Lady  St.  Jofm 

Mildmay 

Extensive  building,  park  700  acres. 
Strathfieldsaye,  Duke  of  Wellington 
Harkwood  Park,  Lord  Bolton 


Broadlands,  Lord  Palmerston 
Avington  Park,  Duke  of  Buckingham 
Araport  House,  Marquis  of  Winchester 
Highclere  House,  Earl  of  Cai^iai-von 
Old  Alresford  House,  Ijord  Rodney 
Heron  Court,  Earl  of  Malmesbury 
Cathering.ton  House,  Lord  Hood 
Buckden  Palace,  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
Grange  Park,  A.  Baring,  esq. 


HEREFORD. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 

2  houses  rated  at  80/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  £l\     0    8 
1         -         -  70/.  -  -  -  -  9  18    4 

6        -        -  CO/.  -  -  -  -  S  IQ    a 
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The  principal  dwelUngs  in  the  county  are 

Eastnor  Castle,  Earl  Somers 

Magnificent  seat— lawn— plantations— flour- 
ishing oaks— beautiful  prospects  ;  rated  as  worth 
801.  per  annum. 


Hampton  Court,  J.  Arktvrighi,  esq. 

A  magnificent  scat— park  and  grounds  eight 
miles,  the  highest  rate  in  the  county,  80/.  ; 
11/.  6*.  8d.  house  duty  paid  for  this  splendid  seat. 


Stoke  Edith  Park,  E.  T.  Foley,  esq. 
Longworth  Court,  SirE.  F.  Stanhope,  bt. 
Rotherwas,  C.  Bodenham,  esq, 
Hope  End,  E.  M.  Barrett,  esq. 


Garnons,  Sir  J.  G.  Cotterell,  hart. 
Brampton  Bryan  Park,  Earl  of  OJtford 
Berrington,  Lady  Rodney 
Eaton  House,  Lady  Southampton 
Hereford  Palace,  Bishop  of  Hereford 


ridl.  6*.  8c?.  paid  annually  for  Eastnor  Castle  for  dwelling  house  duty  ! 

Hereford  Palace  rated' at  6(W.  per  annum,  81.  10s.  inhabited  house  duty,  for 
the  palace  of  a  mitred  prelate  ! 

The  rates  in  this  county  (one  of  the  mostbeautiful  in  Britain)  of  the  principal 
residences  are  astoundingly  low.  Why,  according  to  these  returns,  the  ob- 
scure bye -lanes  and  streets  in  the  metropolis  are  more  desirable  sites  for  resi- 
dences than  any  part  of  the  fair  and  lovely  county  of  Hereford,  with  its  roman- 
tic Wye.  Who  can  cavil  at  a  low  rate  of  taxation  1  our  claim  and  demand  is 
for  a  fair,  equal,  and  impartial  distribution, — not  one  which  grinds  down  and 
depresses  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

*'Your  last  half  year's  receipt.  Sir, — you  cannot  be  relieved  from  any  part  of 
your  assessment,  unless  it  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  rent  actually  paid  ? — Does 
your  lease  contain  a  covenant  for  the  tenant  to  pay  for  repairs,  or  to  pay  the 
insurance  ?" — These  are  well  known  questions  and  familiar  sounds  to  the  ears  of 
appellants,  rated  not  only  up  to  the  rack  rental,  but  beyond.  Is  care  taken  to 
enforce  this  doctrine  in  all  cases?  Undoubtedly  not ;  there  are  exceptions  in 
every  county  and  parish  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  no  county  more  so  than  in 
the  county  of  Hereford  ;  and  the  cases  exempted  are  those  in  which  the  parties 
exempted  are  the  best  able  to  pay  the  full  amount  awarded  by  the  act  of  par- 
liament ;  namely,  upon  the  rack  rental, — upon  the  full  and  real  value. 

HERTFORD. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 
2  houses  rated  at  200^.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  £28    6    8 

6  -        -        160/ 21     5    0 

2  -        -        110^ 16  11     8 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 

Cashiobury  Park,  Earl  of  Essex  Stagenhoe  Park,  J.  Carbonel,  esq. 

The  Grove,  Earl  of  Clarendon  Balls,  Lord  J.^Tonmshend 

Colney  House,  P.  Haddon,  esq. 

Gorhambury,  Earl  Verulam 

Luton  House,  Marquis  of  Bute 

Brocket  Hall,  Lord  Melbourn 

Hatfield  House,  Marquis  of  Salisbury 

Vast  dimensions — park  several  miles,  noble 
apartments  ;  rated  at  200/.  per  annum,  and  paying 
28/.  Qs.M.  inhabited  house  duty  for  this  princely 
seat. 


Paushanger,  Earl  Cowper 
Wood  Hall  Park,  S.  Smith,  esq. 
Ashridge  Park,  Countess  of  Bridgewater 

In  a  park  five  miles  in  circumference. 

Tyttenhanger,  Earl  of  Hardwicke 
Sandon  House,  Lord  Lovel 
Hyde  Hall,  Lord  ClanbrassU 
Warren  Wood,  Lord  Roseberry 

Two  noble  Marquesses, 

Six  noble  Earls, 

Four  noble  Lords, 
rated  as  dwelling  in  houses  stated  to  be  of  the  value  of  two  of  200/.  five  of  150/. 
two  of  110/.  per  annum.  Take  Ludgate-hill,  Cheapside,  or  Cornhill,  from  No. 
1  to  No.  12,  we  shall  then  find  twelve  inhabitant  householders  rated  at  a  simi- 
lar rate,  probably  in  many  instances  higher  :  comparing  the  property  of  the 
twelve  principal  residents  in  the  county  of  Herts  with  that  of  the  twelve  me- 
tropolitan householders,  the  result  will  prove  that  where  one  pays  one  twen- 
tieth of  their  annual  income  in  direct  taxation,  the  others  do  not  pay  one 
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hundredth  part  of  their  annual  income  ;  consequently,  a  most  undue  weight  is 
thrown  upon  tlie  sprinps  of  industrious  exertion — no  mode  of  taxation  can  be 
more  thoroughly  unequal  in  effect  than  the  inhabited  house  duty. 


HUNTS. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

3  houses  rated  at  100/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
8  -  -  80/.  .... 

S  -  -  70/.  .  -  -  . 


Annually, 

£H    3    4 

11     6    8 

9  IS    4 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Overton  Longville,   Earl  of  Aboyne 
Milton  Park,  Earl  FitzwiUiam 
Orton  Hall,  Earl  qf'  Abo  fine 
Waresley  Park,  Earl  Kilmorey 
Buckden  Palace,  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 

We  find  before  us  a  plain  and  decisive  reason  of  the  causes  of  the  declining 
prosperity  of  the  middle  and  industrious  classes.  Our  eyes  are  opened  to  the 
workings  of  a  system  peculiarly  adapted  to  spare  the  superabundance  of  the 
affluent,  but  to  devour  the  earnings  of  industry. 


Hinchinbrooke  House,  Countess  q/" 

Sandwich 
Kimbolton  Castle,  Duke  of  Manchester 
Hackwood  Park,  Lord  Bolton. 


KENT. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

4  houses  rated  at  300/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
19        -  -  200/.  .  .  -  - 

82        -  -  150/.  .  -  -  - 


Annually. 

rif42  10    0 

28    6    8 

21     6    0 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of 

Bel  vide  re.  Lord  Say  and  Sele 
Cobham  Hall,  Earl  Darnley 

Park  7  miles  in  circumference. 
Footscray  Place,  Lord  Bexley 
Hothfield  Place,  Earl  of  Thanet 
Sandling,   W.  Dcedes,  esq. 
Cheveninjr,  Earl  Stanhope 
Knowle  Park,  Lord  Whitworth 

Covering  an  extent  of  6  arres,  a  magnificent 
and  splendid  building.  Park  5  or  6  miles  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Penshurst  Place,  Sir  J.  S.  Sidney ^  hart. 
Lees  Court,  Lord  Sondes 
Crowhurst  Place,  J.  C.  Pelham,  esq. 
Hempstead  Park,   T.  Law  Hodges,  esq. 
North  Cray  Place,  Marchioness  of  Lon- 


Frognall,  Lard  Sidney 

Belmont,  Lord  Harris 

The  Friars,  Earl  of  Aylesford 

Summer  Hill,  J.  Alexander,  esq. 

Bridge  Castle,  Earl  of  Abergavenny 

Bounds,  Earl  ofCaledon 

East  well  Park,  Earl  of  Winchilsea 

Mote  House,  Earl  Cowper 

Waldershare,  Earl  Guildford 

Linton  Place,  Earl  Comrvailis 

Montreal,  Earl  Amherst 

Linsted  Lodge,  Lord  Teynham 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  Palace 

Bromley  Palace,  Bishop  qf  Rochester 

Aylesford,  Earl  of  Aylesford 


donderry 

With  all  the  large  hotels  and  boarding  houses  at  the  different  watering 
places.  Deal,  Dover,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  &c.  which  no  doubt 
take  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  four  300/.  and  nineteen  200/.  rates  paid  by 
the  owners  of  the  principal  residences  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  Knowle  Park  not 
worth  more  than  300/.  per  annum  ;  the  Palace  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
not  rated  at  more  than  300/.  per  annum. 

LANCASHIRE. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 
3  houses  rated  at  400/.  and  upwards 


8 
3S 


300/. 
200/. 
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The  principal  residences  in  the  county  are 


Knowsley  Park,  Earl  of  Derby 
Haigh  Hall,  Earl  of  Balcarras 
Ince  Blundell,  //.  Ulundell,  esq. 
Shaw  Hall,   W.  Farrington,  esq. 
Preston,  Earl  of  Derby 
Ashton  Hall,  Duke  of  Hamilton 
Heaton  House,  Earl  of  Wilton 
Waddow  Hill,  J.  Horsfall,  esq. 
Hornby  Castle,  J.  Marsden,  esq. 
Castle  Head,    W.  Legh,  esq. 
Holker  Hall,  Lord  G.  A.  H.  Cavendish 


Conishead  Priory,  T.  Braddyll,  esq. 
Furness  Abbey,  Lord  G.A.H.  Caveiulish 
Browsholme  Hall,   T.  Parker,  esq. 
Croxteth  Park,  Earl  of  SeJ ton 

Lathom  House,  E.  B.  Wilbraham,  esq. 

Spacious  structure  156ft.  by  75 — coloonades — 
Ionic  pillars. 

Atherton  Hall,  Lord  Lilford 
Dunket  Hall,  Lord  Petre 
East  Park  Hall,  Lord  Clifford 


Annuallv. 

=^28 

6 

8 

15 

I) 

8 

14 

3 

4 

11 

6 

8 

The  rates  upon  the  residences  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  this  count j' are 
comprised  withthe  returns  for  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  so  thatit  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  rates  appropriated  to  the  county. 

LEICESTERSHIRE. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

2. houses  rated  at  2001.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
2        -  -  no;.  .... 

6  -  lOO;.  .... 

6         -  -  80^.  .... 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 

Belvoir  Castle,  Duke  of  Rutland  Beaumanor  Park,   W.  Heyrick,  esq. 
East  front  252ft.  long,— a  most  princely  and  su-  Donington  Park,  Marq.  q/'  Hastings 

perb  residence.  Croxton  Vurk,  Duke  of  Rutland     i.' 

Gopsall  Hall,  Earl  Howe  Melbourne  Park,  Hon.  C.  Lamb     *  * 

Quorndon  Hall,  G.  Osbaldestone,  esq.  jNewnhara  Paddon,  Earl  of  Denbigh 

Stanton  Harold,  Earl  Ferrers  Sysonby,  Lord  Ponsonby 

Bretby  Park,  Earl  of  Chesterfield  iMelbourne,  Lord  Melbourne 

Stapleford  Hall,  Earl  of  Harborough  Gopsall  Hall,  Lady  Howe 

Belvoir  Castle  (in  appearance  not  difffsring  much  from  Windsor  Casde,)  sworn 
to  be  worth  no  more  than  200^.  per  annum  as  a  dwelling  !  According  to  this 
mode  of  valuation,  in  Wapping,  Bethnal  Green,  Ratcliffe,  &c.  there  are  to  be 
found  eighteen  dwellings  equal  in  value  to  Belvoir.  Had  any  thing  like  an 
approach  to  a  fair  and  reasonable  value  been  given,  we  should  have  been 
satisfied,  hut  200Z.  per  annum  as  the  true  and  fair  annual  value  of  such  a  magni- 
ficent abode  as  Belvoir  Castle  is  so  out  of  all  proportion,  that  curiosity  is 
excited  to  ascertain  the  scale  by  which  the  assessors  have  been  guided  in 
returning  the  value  of  these  abodes.  Supposing  200^.  is  the  full  real  annual  value 
of  Belvoir,  and  that  28Z.6s.8rf.  is  a  proper  sum  annually  to  be  paid  by  the  noble 
owner  for  inhabited  house  duty  ;  granting  it  to  be  the  case,  need  we  require 
more  conclusive  evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  repeal  of  this  duty,  and 
the  substitution  of  one  in  lieu,  which  would  bring  property  and  payment  to  a 
better  level. 

The  law  is  plain  and  explicit,  directing  in  all  cases  the  rate  is  to  be  made 
upon  the  real  annual  Talue,  if  let ;  or  if  not  let,  but  in  the  occupation  of  the 
owner,  upon  the  annual  value  it  is  worth  to  let  by  the  year.  Can  we  for  a 
moment  give  credence  to  the  statement  that  the  regal  Belvoir,  with  all  the  sta- 
bles, yards,  courts,  gardens,  pleasure  grounds,  and  curtilages,  is  worth  only 
fiOOl.  per  annum  1 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

Annually. 

1  house  rated  at  \50l.  paying  inhabited  house  duty    £2\     5    0 

2  -  -  no; 15  11     8 

7        -  -  Um 14    3    4 

4        -  -  90/.  -  .  -  -  12  16    0 
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The  principal  residences  in  tlio  county  are 

Buckminster  Parlt,  Lord  Uunliiujtoitcr 
Denton  House,  Sir  W.  E.  Welby 
AUington  House,  Lady  Welby 
Belton  House,  Earl  Bratvnlow 
Coleby  Hall,  C.  Mainivaring,  esq. 
Grimsthorpe  Castle,  Lady  d^Eresby 
Nocton  Ha'l,    Visct.  Goderich 
Manby  Hall,  Lord  Yarborough 
Burwell  Park,  M.  B.  Lister,  eaq. 


Hainton  Hall,  G.  R.  ffentofe,  cm. 
Red  bourne,  Duke  of  St.  Atbma 
Ufllngton,  Earl  q/' Lituiteg 
Foston,  Lord  MuHnert 

BurU'ii^h  House,  Marque»$  qf  Exeter 

All  I  4>n«'loflinff  »  eoart  llOft.  hv 

70,  •  I  rooma,  h»U  ■«^p«rt«'l  by  li 

'•"II''  '  '^'•agUoIa.  kail  vhrtd  with  mar- 

ble. 


Burleigh  House,  containing  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fori  y-Jire  room*  qf 
magnificent  dimensions,  worth  the  sum  of  150Z.  yearly.  The  profound  jadg- 
ment,  the  unimpeachable  veracity,  the  local  knowledge  and  impartial  opinfoos 
(unbiassed  of  course  by  any  influence)  of  the  assessors  and  commiHsioners,  assure 
us,  and  backed  by  the  solemn  obligations  of  an  oath,  that  Burleigh  is  really  worth 
no  more  ;  the  public  must  decide.  Granting  this  to  be  the  case,  that  the  splendid 
and  princely  abode  of  the  Marquess  of  Exeter  is  bond.  Jide  worth  uo  more  thma 
150^.  per  ann.,  (the  sum  at  which  it  stands  rated  for  assessment,)  the  point  f  ranted 
merely  goes  to  establish  the  universal  opinion,  that  the  house  duty  ought  imine- 
diately  to  be  abolished  as  an  oppressive,  unjust,  and  unequal  measure  of  taxa- 
tion, affecting  principally  those  who  are  compelled  to  inhabit  houses  of  high 
value  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  or  those  whose  avocations  oblige  them  to  dwell 
in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  cities.  Under  the  present  system  an  individual  oC 
30,000^.  per  annum  contributes  probably  in  direct  taxation  not  5».  in  each  bun- 
dred  pounds  of  annual  income  towards  the  exigencies  of  the  state  ;  but  a  person 
of  100^.  or  300^  annual  income  contributes  from  5/.  to  71.  10».  per  cent,  for  the 
same  purpose  :  this  is  the  great  cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  discontent,  uneqmd 
measures  of  finance,  and  partial  means  of  taxation,  one  class  paying  heavily 
to  protect  and  guard  not  only  their  own  property,  but  likewise  the  pro- 
perty of  others.  The  laws  and  institutions  of  the  country  are  for  the  benefit 
and  protection  of  all,  and  allmust  pay  in  proportion  to  their  meant  for  their  sup- 
port and  maintenance.  Under  the  present  system  industry  bears  three  times  moro 
than  its  due  and  just  proportion; 

MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

AnnosOf. 

1  house  rated  at  lOOZ.  paying  inhabited  house  duty  ^J4    S  4 

1  -          .            90;.            -            -            -            -  12  15  0 

2  -  -  80^  -  -  -  -  II  6  8 
2  -  701.  -  -  -  -  9  18  4 
5          -          -          601.            -            -            -            -  8  10  0 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 


Tredegar  House,  Sir  C.  Morgan,  hart. 

One  room  42  ft.  by  27. 
Troy  House,  Duke  of  Beaufort 
Piercefield,  N.  Wells,  esq. 

Centre  three  stories  high— two  wings— exten- 
sive park. 

lilanvehangel  Court,  Lard  Rodney 


Dyuyston  Court 
Llanorer  House    . 
Coldbrook  House 
Hill  House 
Sunny  Bank 
Gwernvale 
Court  of  Gallen 
More  Park 


Not  a  house  assessed  higher  than  100/.  per  annum  ;  one  at  90/.,  one  at  i<»»/. : 
the  valuations  are  excessively  low  in  this  county.  Tredegar  House,  100/.  per 
annum,  a  rate  lower  than  that  paid  by  many  individuals  whose  entire  property- 
would  be  covered  by  a  fourth  part  of  one  year's  income  of  the  honourabJ* 
baronet  who  owns  Tredegar  House. 

B    2 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

3  houses  rated  at  1 IW.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
5  -  -         150^.  .  -  -  . 

2  -  -        2001.  .  -  .  - 

The  principal  dwellings  in  this  county  are 


Annually. 

£\5  U     8 

21     5    0 


28 


Featherstonhaugh  Castle,  Rt.  Hon.  T. 
Wallace 

Alnwick  Castle^  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land 

Contains  5  acres  within  its  outer  walls  whici 
are  flanked  with  16  towers;  saloon  42  it.  by  39, 
drawing  room  46  ft.  by  35,  dining  room  54  ft.  by 
21,  (e.xclusive  of  recess  19  ft.  in  diameter,)  chapel 
60  ft.  by  21. 


Ttowick,  Earl  Grey 

Chillingham  Castle,  Earl  of  Tanker' 

ville 
Ford  Castle,  Marquess  of  Walerford 
Ktal  Hall,   Lord  Kclburn 
Bel  say  Castle,  Sir  C.  Manck,  hart. 
VVallington,  Sir  J.  Trevelyan,  bart. 
Blagdon,  Sir  M.  M.  Ridley,  bart. 


Alnwick  Castle,  sworn  not  to  be  worth  more  than  200^.  per  atmum  as  a  dwel- 
ling ;  the  habitation  of  a  noble  Duke  rated  no  higher  than  that  of  individuals 
whose  stake  in  the  nation  is  in  the  same  proportion  that  ten  is  to  a  thousand. 
A  splendid  baronial  castle,  containing  within  its  waifs  five  acrcs^  flanked  with 
sixteen  towers,  jcplete  with  every  luxury  which  a  princely  fortune  could  com- 
mand, stated  in  the  government,  returns  as  worth  not  more,  as  a  dwelling,  than 
^00^.  per  annum. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

1  house  rated  at  1 10/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty 

4          -  -          100/. 

1  -  -            90/. 

2  -  -            80/. 
4          -  -            70/. 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 


Annual 

y. 

^15  11 

8 

14    3 

4 

12  15 

0 

11     6 

8 

9  18 

4 

Wicken  Park,  Lord  C.  Fdzroy 
Stoke  Park,  L.  Vernon,  esq. 
Fawsley  Park,  Sir  C.  Knif/htley,  bt. 
Aithorpe  Park,  Earl  Speneer 
A  hanlsome  struotiue. 
Stanford  Hall,  R.  0.  Cave,  esq. 
Castle  Ashby,  Marq.  of  Northampton 
Wide  avenue— piazza — long  gallery — two 
lofty  towers 
Kelmarsh  Hall,   W^.  Hanbury,  esq. 
Lamport  Hall,  Sir  J.  Isham 
Boughton  House,  Duchess  ofBuccleugh 
Rockingham  Castle,  Lord  Sondes 
Drayton  House,  Hon.  G.  Get^maine 
A  noble  castellated  mansion. 


Lilford  Hall,  Lord  Lilford 
Elton  Hall,  Earl  of  Car ys fort 
Apethorpe  Hall,  Earl  of  fVestmorland 

Body — two  wings — cloister. 

Milton  Park,  Earl  FitzwUliam 
Deene  Park,  Earl  of  Cardigan 
Chipchase  Castle,  J.  Reed,  esq. 
Wakefield  Lodge,  Duke  of  Graf  on 
Martinsthorpe,  Earl  of  Denbigh 
Easton  Hall,  Earl  of  Pomfrct 
Peterborough  Palace,  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough 
Woodford  Lodge,  RigU  Honourable  C. 
Arbuthnot 


The  highest  rate  in  the  county,  llOZ.  per  annum,  and  paying  15/.  Us.  8rf.  dwel- 
ling house  duty.  The  rates  given  for  this  county  confirm  our  opinion  of  the 
utter  inutility  and  inadequacy  of  the  inhabited  house  duty  as  a  means  of  taxa- 
tion. People  judge,  generally  speaking  correctly  so,  of  a  man's  estate,  or 
wiealth,  by  his  style  of  living.  The  house  duty  should  in  some  degree,  within 
reasonable  bounds,  represent  the  value  of  the  residences  of  the  various  classes 
of  society,  by  the  amount  of  the  rate  levied  ;  but,  strange  as  it  may  .appear,  it 
is  nevertheless  strictly  and  correctly  true,  that  men  who  possibly  have  to 
use  incessant  exertion  to  make  both  ends  meet  at  the  year's  end,  pay  more  in 
direct  taxation  than  the  nobility  of  the  county  of  Northampton  out  of  their 


independent  fortunes,  and  for  houses  incomparably  liift-rlor:  no  tax  eoald  b« 
devised  more  partial  and    unequal  in  operation,    than  that   which  profvnm 
to  impose  an  equal  rate  upon  dwelling  houses  according  to  the  value  thi'r«ror 


NOTTINGHAM. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

6  houses  rated  at  200Z.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duly, 
2        -         -  110/.  -  .  .  , 

7  -  -  1001.  ... 

6        -  -  90/.  -  -.  -  . 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 


Anoaaltr. 

/]»    6    8 

1)  II     H 

U    S    4 

W  Id    0 


('lumber,  Duke  qfSnretutU 

Tilly    Miperh,    park    II    mile*    In    nrrnm- 
ference — mansion  3  fronta — lorilr  mlonnade,  ht, 

Newstead  Abbey,  Col.  fyodman 
Thorney  Hall,  G.  Seriite.  nq. 
Osberton  House,  U.  S.  Fuljambe,  nq. 
Walling  Wells,  Sir  T.  W.  IVkUe,  eaq. 
Col  wick  Hall,  J.  Mustert^  nq. 
Wisetou  Hall,  Lord  Altkttrpe 
Langwith  Lodge,  Earl  BuikMrat 


Kelhara  Hall,  J.  Manners  Sutton,  esq. 
Ran  by  Hall,  Duchess  of  Newcastle 
Serlby  Hall,  Lord  Viscount  Galway 
Wollaton  Hall,  Lord  Middleton 
Thrumpton  Hall,  J.  E.  lyestcombe^esq 
Papplewick  Hall,  —  Wilson,  esq. 
Bunny  Park,  Lord  Rancliffe 
Holm  Pierrepont,  Earl  Manvers 
Welbeck  Abbey,  Duke  of  Portland 
Worksop  Manor,  Earl  of  Surrey 
Thoresby,  Earl  Manvers 

Poor  rates  and  church  rates  of  course  in  the  same  proportion  with  the  real 
value  of  the  dwellings. 

Clumber,  rated  at  200/.,  and  paying  28/.  6s.  M.  house  duty— a  goodly  fysteoi 
truly  to  uphold,  which  claims  from  men  who  have  nought  save  that  which 
constant  and  unceasing  exertion  can  produce,  and  a  noble  Duke  of  splendid 
income,  to  pay  alike  for  their  dwelling  houses.  Need  we  wonder  at  the  com- 
plaints of  poverty,  want  of  money  ;  seeing  as  we  do,  by  this  retuni,  in  what 
manner  taxation  has  been  divided  between  the  various  classes  for  th«*  last 
thirty  years.  As  we  have  before  slated,  it  is  a  disgraceful  exposure  for  all 
parties  concerned. 


NORFOLK. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is   in  this  county 

Annually. 

1  house  ra'ed  at  200/.  paying  inhabited  house  dut\ ,        Jt^    0    8 
4        -         -  150/.  -  -  21     5    0 

2  -         -  HO/.  -  -  -  1.^  li     8 
13         -         -          100/.                 -                -                -  U    3    4 

The  principal  residences  in  the  county  are 
Houghton  Hall,  Marq.  Cholmmdeley        Merton  Hall,  Lord  Waltingham 


Statety  fabric— two  lionts— cupola  at  each  corner. 
Holkham  Park,   T.  W.  Coke,  esq. 

Magnificent  residence,  centre  315  ft.  lonjr,  180 
deep  ;  entrance  hall  supported  bv  20  Ionic  co- 
lumns ;  statue  gallery  /O  ft.  bv  22— opens.to  two 
ends  each  22  ft.  in  diameter  ;  park  grand,  lake 
covering  20  acres. 

Kimberley  Hall,  Lord  Wodchouse 
Quiddenham  Hall,  Earl  of  Albemarle 
Oxburgh  Hall,  Sir  R.  Bedingfcld 
Rainham  Hall,  Marquess  Tonnshend 
Walsingham  Abbey,  //.  L.  Warner,  esq 
Buckenham  House,  W.  B.  Baring,  esq 

Holkham  Park 


Melton  Park,  Sir  Jacob  AUlcjf 
Gunton  Hall,  Lord  s>>n;..i.i 
Heydon  Hall,  Lon  >n 

Wolterton  Park,  /.  lord 

Bixley  Hall,  Hon.  F.  I'limrose 
Hillington  Hall,  Sir  tV.  Folkcx^bart. 
Blickli'.:  Ti       ^'         '    dy  Si^feld 

NobU-  V  33.  Aitd  S3  hlffc; 

library  l-'  "»<»   Il«r4»l»  l,*«» 

acres;  piece  of  wat.  i  I  mile  lnnK,40Dy*H*  «|4». 

Costessey  Hall,  Lord  Stqford 
Norwich  Palace,  Biukop  of  Sorm-kk 

rated  as  a  dwelling,  to  be  worth  200/.  i>er  annum. 


OXFORD. 


It  appears  from  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 
1  house  rated  at  300?.  paying  inhabited  house  duty 


2 

_ 

200?. 

1 

.  , 

160?. 

2 

« 

110?. 

4 

. 

100?. 

1 

. 

90?. 

9 

_ 

80?. 

7 

- 

70?. 

Annually. 

^42 

10 

0 

28 

6 

8 

21 

6 

0 

15 

11 

8 

14 

3 

4 

12 

16 

0 

11 

6 

8 

9 

18 

4 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 


Mongewell  House,  Bishop  of  Durham 
Nunehara  Courtenay,  Eavl  Harcourt 
Stonor  Park,   T.  Stonor,  esq. 
Blenheim,  Duke  of  Marlborough 

Extent  348  It.  from  wing  to  wing,  park  2,700 
acres. 
Ditchley  Park,  Earl  of  Normanton 
Hey thorpe  Park,  Duke  of  Beaufort 

Extensive  grotinds — con-^eivatory  248 ft.  long. 
OverNortonHonse, Lr/.  R.EJI.  Somerset 
Broadwell  Grove  House,  fV.  Hei'vey,  esq 
:^ilkins  Hall,  E.  F.  Colstone,  esq. 
Broughton  Hall,  Rev.  —  Thickncsse 
Burford  Priory,    J.  Lenthal,  esq. 
Sherburne  Castle,  Earl  of  Macclesfield 
Adwell  House,  Colonel  Webb 


Wroxton  Abbey,  Earl  of  Guilc\ford 
Thame  Park,  Miss  IVykeham 
Pudlicote  House,  SirS.  Stuart 
Middleton  Park,  Earl  of  Jersey 
Northwick,  Lord  NortJuvick 
Aston  Park,  Lord  Viscount  Chetwynd 
Wooton,  Marquess  of  Chandos 
Swift's  Ilouse,  Sir  T.  Mnstyn,  bart. 
Wychwood  Park,  Lord  Churchill 
Fawley  Court,   TV.  p.  Freeman,  esq. 
Park  Place,  E.  F.  Maitland.  esq. 
Gray's  Court,  Lord  le  J)espencer 
Cuddesden  Palace,  Bishop  of  Oxford 
Wallington  Park,  J.  H.  Titson,  esq. 

In  a  park  of  300  acres. 
Baldon  House 


Blenheim  rated  as  worth  300?.  per  annum.  This  grand,  noble,  and  splendid 
structure  sworn  to  be  worth  300?.  per  annum,  and  no  more,  as  an  iiiliabited 
house  ;  and  under  the  same  law,  a  house  with  ten  rooms  of  one  quarter  the  di- 
mensions, in  a  crowded  street,  is  sworn  to  be  worth  the  same. 


Annnallv. 


RUTLAND. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

^        1  house  rated  at  110?.  paying  inhabited  house  duty,  £\5  11  8 

d        -         -  100?.              -            -  -  -  14    3  4 

1                  -  80?.              -            -  -  -  11     6  8 

1         -         -  GO?.                           -  -  -  8  10  0 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 

Burleigh  on  the  Hill,  Earl  Winchelsea   |  Exton  Hall,  Sir  G.  N-  Noel,  bart. 

Cottesmore,  Earl  of  Lonsdale- 


Glaiston,  Earl  of  Harborough 


North  and  sotitli  fronts  200  ft.  long,  terrace 
900  ft.  by  36  broad  ;  park  six  miles  in  circurafe- 
lence  :  the  most  splendid  abode  in  the  county, 
rated  as  worth  110/.  per  annum. 

Burleigh  on  the  Hill  rated  as  worth  (as  a  dwelling  to  be  let  by  t1;e  year,)  th( 
sum  of  110?.  per  annum,  with  the  north  and  south  fronts  200  feet  long. 


SALOP. 

By  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

2  houses  rated  at  110?.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 

6  -  -  100?.        -  - 

2        -  -  90?. 

7  -  -  80?. 


Annnallv. 
£\ry  II  8 
14  3  4 
12  15  0 
11     6     8 


$3 


The  principal  residences  in  ihis  county  are 


Oakley  Park,  Hon.  ft.  //.  airt 
Tonga  Cantlc,  (i.  Dufanl,  etq. 
Patshull,  Sir  fi.  Pitfot,  hart. 
(ircdington.  Lord  Kenyon 
Pitchford,  Karl  of  Linrpooi 
Shitrnal  Manor,  Lord  SUiJfhrd 
Ilardwicke,  Lord  Hill 
Rowion  Castle 
Loton  Hall 


Attingham,  Lord  Berwick 
The  Lodge  (Ludlow),  T.  R.  Saltvej/,  esq. 
Apley  Park,  T.  Whitmore,  esq. 
Preston  Hall,  Sir  F.  B.  Hill 
Stone  House,  Earl  of  Powis 
Downtoii  Castle,  T.  A.  Knight,  esq. 
Walcot  Park,  Earl  Ponis 
Lilleshull  Hall,  Earl  Gower 
Hawkstone,  Sir  R.  Hill,  bart. 
The  Leasowes,  3/.  Attwood,  esq. 

Not  a  residence  in  the  entire  county  of  Salop  sworn  to  be  worth  more  than 
110^.  per  annum,  to  be  let  by  the  year  ;  of  course  the  poor*!*  rates,  chureh  ralM. 
and  all  other  rates  are  in  the  same  proportion,  the  amount  being  dictated  with 
the  same  kindly  feeling  of  consideration  for  the  means  of  the  owners  of  the 
mansions  above  referred  to. 

In  the  Inns  of  Court  rated  to  the  dwelling  house  duty,  (though  not  occupied  u 
dwellings,)  we  find  thirty-four  houses  assessed  equally  with  the  BHUinons  In 
Shropshire  of  the  highest  value.  The  occupants  of  the  ollices  io-the  Inm  of 
Court,  with  here  and  there  a  solitary  exception,  residing  elsewhere  in  houtes 
chargeable  to  the  house  duty,  who,  therefore,  pay  an  income  tax  proportioaad 
to  the  value  of  their  offices  or  chambers,  disguised  under  the  cloak  of  a  dwaUlnf- 
house  duty. 

Chambers  in  the  Inns  of  Court  used  as  offices  and  not  as  dwellings. 
81at80^      I      24at90^      1      55  at  UK)/.      |      34  at  110/.      I      6  at  150/. 


SOMERSET. 

It  appears  from  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

5  houses  rated  at  400/.  and  upwards 
2        -  -         800/. 

49        -  -  200/. 

141         -  -  150/. 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of — 

Hinton  St.  George,  Earl  Powlett 
Fonthill  Abbey,  J.  Farquhar,  esq. 
Ford  Abbey,  J.  T.  Givynne,  esq. 
Prior  Park,    W.  Thomas,  esq. 

Stately  mansion,  built  entirely  of  Bath  stone, 
front  160  ft.  long,  with  two  paviliona  and  two 
wings  attached  by  arcades,  forming  a  line  of 
building  1,300  ft.  in  front— portico  supported  by 
six  large  columns. 

Stoke  Gifford  Park,  Dvch,  ofBeaxifort 
Harptree  Court,  Earl  of  Waldegrave 


Marston  House,  Earl  of  Cork  \  Orrery 
Sandhill  Park,  Sir  T.  Lethbridge 
Pixton  Park,  Earl  qj'  CarnarroH 
Orchard  Wyndham,  Earl  qf  Egrtmont 
Redlynch,  Earl  of  llchester 
Knmore  Castle,  Lord  Holland 
Upton,  Lord  Wellcsley 
Wells  Palace,  Bishop  of  Bath  6f  Weih 
Bristol  Palace,  Bishitp  qf  Bristol 
Hardington  Park,  Sir  G.  Bamufglde 


Midford  Castle,  C.  Conolly,  esq. 

The  returns  for  this  county  being  intermixed  witli  the  large  inns  and  hotels, 
and  extensive  dwellings  in  Bath,  Bristol,  &c.  we  are  unable  to  point  out  the 
marked  variations  between  the  value  of  the  property  and  the  rates  at  which 
they  stand  assessed  to  the  house  duty. 

STAFFORD. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 
1  house  rated  at  300/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 
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200/. 
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150/. 

5 
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110/. 
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Weston  Park,  Earl  of  Bradford 
Etruria,  J.  Wedgnood,  esq. 

Superb  n  ansion. 
Foremark,  Sir  F.  Durdett 
('atton  Hall,  R.  J.  Wilmot  Horton,  esq. 
i  EnviUe  HaU,   Earl  Stamford  Sf   War- 
rington 
Himley  Hall,  Lord  Dudley  8r  Ward 
Tamworth  Castle,  Lord  C.  Townshend 
Drayton  JManor  House,  Sir  R.  Peel 
('hartley  Castle,  Earl  Ferrers 
Hagley,  Earl  Hone  ^ 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of— 

Sandwell  Park,  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
Beaudesert,  Marquess  of  Anglesey 
Ingestrie  Hall,  Earl  Talbot 
Drakelow,  Sir  R.  Gresley 
Shugborough,    Visct.  Anson 
Trentham  Park,  Marquess  of  Stafford 
Swinfen  Hall,  J.  Swinfen,  esq. 

Noble  mansion,  built  by  Wyatt, 
Sandon  Hall,  Earl  of  Harrowby 
Meaford  Hall,  Lord  Visct.  St.  Vincent 
Wall  Grange,  Marquess  of  Stafford 
Blithfield  Park,  Lord  Bagot 
Alton  Abbey,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 

Only  two  residences  in  the  whole  county  sworn  to  be  worth  as  dwellings 
more  than  \bi)l.  per  annum. 

The  highest  rate  paying  on  300^.  per  annum.  Now  what  is  ^21.  10s., 
28/.  6s.  8d.,  2\l.  bs.,  or  \bl.  lis.  Bd.  annually,  taking  into  consideration  ihe 
property  and  means  of  the  payers,  for  dwellings  in  this  county  ?  and  yet  the 
same  sum  is  demanded  at  the  hands  of  those  whose  enormous  rents,  heavy 
parochial  rates,  &c.  are  to  be  met  by  the  fruits  of  industry,  in  depressed  times 
and  amidst  great  and  general  competition.  The  house  duty  is  a  stigma  upon 
those  with  whom  it  originated,  and  a  cowardly  subterfuge  for  imposing  upon 
the  industrious  classes. 

Here,  in  this  land  of  justice,  a  peer  of  50.(J(K)Z.  annual  income  is  rated  to  the 
house  duty  at  the  same  rate,  or  probably  much  less,  than  the  occupants  of  dingy 
rows  of  dirty  houses  in  the  thoroughfares  of  London  are  to  the  same  duty  ;  in 
the  amount  of  which  dwelling  house  duty  is  included  the  value  of  the  shop  or 
warehouse :  this  is  the  most  singular  part  of  the  case,  the  preamble  of  the  act 
stating  it  to  be  a  tax  upon  dwelling  houses,  each  according  to  the  value  thereof. 
In  the  City  of  London  we  find 


185  houses  rated  at  90i. 

605        -        -  -  \OQl. 

698        -        -  -  1 10^ 

430        -        -  -  150/. 


312  houses  rated  at  200/. 
75  -  -  -  300/. 
63  at  400/.  and  upwards. 


Can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed  the  houses  thus  rated  acquire  that  value  as 
inhabited  houses  ?  the  idea  is  ridiculous,  not  one-third  of  the  rated  value  attaches 
to  the  dwelling,  the  remaining  two-thirds  from  being  in  a  public  street  for 
trade  ;  the  falsely  termed  dwelling  house  duty  is  therefore  a  tax  upon  the  annual 
industry  of  the  occupant,  which  is  an  income  tax,  and  must  be  repealed,  and 
placed  upon  those  who  are  belter  able  to  pay  it. 


SUFFOLK. 

It  appears  from  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 


Annually. 

1  house  rated  at  1 10/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty. 

£\-y  11     8 

4        -           -         100/.               .... 

14    3    4 

2        -           -           80/.               .... 

110     8 

9        -           -          70/.               .... 

9  18    4 

4        -           -          CO/.              .... 

8  10    0 

The  principal  dwellings  in  this  county  are 


Major  House,  Lord  Henniker 
Helmingham  Hall,  Countess  of  Dysart 
Worlingworth  Hall,  Loi^d  Henniker 
Ichworth  Park,  Earl  of  Jiristol 
Fornham  St.  Cienevieve,  D.  of  Norfolk 


Ampton  Hall,  Lord  Calthorpe 
Livermere  Hall,  R.  Lee  Acton^  esq. 
Euston  Hall,  Duke  of  Grafton 
Redgrave  Hall,  Admiral  Wilson 
Fiu borough  Hall,  R.  Prcttynard,  esq. 
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Easton  White  House,  Earl  of  Rochford 
Hevenin^ham  Hall,  Lord  Huntingjield 

Front  200  ft.  Ion":,  adorned  with  Corinthian 
columns  ;  extensive  park — noble  sheet  of  water. 

Heiihatn  Park,  Earl  ofStradhrook 
Sudbourn  Hall,  Marq.  of  Hertford 


Rendlesham  House,  Lord  Rendlesham 

Purchased  for  51,400/.  and  since  considerably 
improved.    (A  princely  residence,  rated  as  worth 
100/.  per  annum,  which  cost  51,400/.) 
Earnshaiii  Park,  Duke  of  Nmfolk 
Bromeye,  Lord  Bayning 
Flixton  Hall,  A.  Adair,  esq. 
Grundisburgh  Hall,  Sir  W,  Anson 

Heveningham  Hall,  with  a  front  200  feet  long,  adorned  with  Corinthian  co- 
lumns, sworn  to  be  worth,  if  let  by  the  year,  not  more  than  110/.  per  annum. 

Worlingworth  Hall,  Lord  Henniker,  sworn  not  to  be  worth  more  than  100?. 
per  annum,  as  a  dwelling  house,  and  pays  \\l.  Zs.  4rf.  in  house  duty,  little  more 
than  one-half  the  sum  annually  paid  by  many  hundreds  of  persons  whose  entire 
property  would  not  cover  one  half  of  the  annual  income  of  the  owner  of  Wor- 
lingworth Hall ;  so  much  for  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  financial  measures  of 
an  unreformed  parliament. 


SURREY 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 
2  houses  rated  at  4*00/.  and  upwards 


72 
143 
245 


800/. 
200/. 
150/. 
110/. 


The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 


Tilgate  Lodge,  Sir  E.  B.  Sugden 
Gatton,  Sir  M.  Wood 
Farnham  Castle,  Bishop  of  Winchester 
Clandon  Park,  Earl  of  Onslow 
Sutton  Place,  J.  W.  Weston,  esq. 
Combe  House,  Earl  of  Liverpool 
Wimbledon  Grove,  Justice  Park 


Oatlands,  E.  Ball  Hughes,  esq. 

Magnificent  edifice  ;  park  and  grounds  six 
miles  in  circumference. 

Wonersch,  Lord  Grantley 
Shrubshill,  Countess  of  Rothes 
Wonham  House,  Lord  Vis.  Templetown 
Addingtoa  Place,  Archbp.  Canterbury 


The  returns  for  Surrey  are  higher  in  proportion  than  for  other  counties  : 
nevertheless,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  will  be  perceived  that  many  of  the  obser- 
vations on  the  assessments  for  other  counties  will  be  equally  applicable  to 
this. 


SUSSEX. 
Sussex  with  its  city  of  palaces,  Brighton. 
2  houses  rated  at  400/.  and  upwards 


5 

21 

34 

94 

148 


300/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 
200/.        .  .  -  -  . 

150/.        .  -  -  .  . 

110/. 

100/.        -  -  -  - 


Annually. 
d^42  10    0 


28 
21 
15 
14 
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Phe  principal  dwellings  iii  this  county 

Bayham  Abbey,  Marquess  Camden 
Ashburnham  House,  Earl  Ashbitrnham 
Parham  Park,  Lady  de  la  Zouche 
Petworth  Park,  Earl  of  Egremont 
A  princely,  noble  building,  the  front  of  free 
stone  ;  the  park  12  miles  in  circumference. 
Goodwood,  Duke  of  Richmond 
Burton  Park,  D.  Blake,  esq. 
Maresfield  Park,  Sir  J.  Shelley 
Firle  Place,  Lord  Gage 


Arundel  Castle,  Duke  of  Norfolk 
Hoker  Lodge,  Baron  Hochepied 
Stammer  Park,  Earl  of  Chichester 
Sheffield  Park,  Earl  of  Sheffield 
Heathfield  Park,  Sir  C.  R.  Blunt 
Kidbrook,  Lord  Colchester 
Buckstead,  Earl  of  Liverpool 
Chichester  Palace,  Bishop  of  Chichester 
Burton  Park 

Front  1/3  ft.  in  length,  saloon    6  ft.  by  30. 


It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  rates  made  upon  the  principal  county  resi- 
dents, in  consequence  of  the  rates  for  Brighton,  Worthing,  &c.  being  returned 
together  with  those  for  the  county.  We  trust,  a  return  will  be  mo\ed  for,  so 
that  the  exact  assessments  may  be  known,  and  the  individual  rates  understood. 


WARWICK. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

Annually. 

1  house  rated  at  3001.  paying  inhabited  house  duty,  £4i-i  10  0 

8         -         -          200/.             -               -             -             -  28  6  8 

7        -         -          150/.            -              -            -            -  21  5  4 

6        -         -          110/.            -              -            -            -  15  11  8 


The  principal  residences  in  the  county  are 


Ragley  Park,  Marquess  of  Hertford 
Coughton   Court,    Sir  G.   C.    Throck 

morion 
Whitley  Abbey,  Lord  Hood 
Combe  Abbey,  Earl  Craven 
Magnificent  mansion  ;  park  and  grounds  500 
acres. 
Packington  Hall,  Earl  of  Aylesford 
Aston  Park,  J.  Watt,  esq. 
Magnificent  edifice. 
Coton  House,  A.  Grimes,  esq. 
Shuckburgh  Hall,  Sir  F.Shu  ckburgh 
Warwick  Castle,  Earl  of  Wai-^nck 

Only  one  dwelling  in  the  county  rated  above  200/. 
more  than  28/.  0*.  6d.  inhabited  house  duty. 


Maxstoke  Castle,   W.  Dilke,  esq. 

Splendid  building. 

Atherstone  Hall,  Lord  Visct.  Anson 
Brorawich  Hall,  Lord  Visct.  Newport 
Tamworth  Castle,  —  Bramall,  esq. 
Alveston  House,  Sir  G.  Skipnith 
Newnham  Paddock,  Earl  of  Denbigh 
Compton  Vinyates,  Marq.  Northampton 
Castle  Bromwich,  Earl  of  Bradford 
Brandon  House,  Lady  Grey  de  Ruthyn 
Lichfield  Palace,  Bishop  of  Lichfield  8f 
Coventry 


per  annum,  or  that  pajs 


WESTMORLAND. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

4  houses  rated  at  150/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 
2        -  -  90/. 


The  principal  dwellings  consist  of — 

Brougham  Hall,  Lord  Brougham  and 

Vaux 
Carleton  Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  Wallace 

liOwther  Castle,  Lord  Lonsdale 

Terrace  35  yards  wide,  1/0  yards  long — gate- 
way— flight  of  steps  20  yards  wide — staircase  90ft. 
high  60  ft.  square— !<al con  60  ft.  by  30,  dining 
and  drawing  rooms  45  ft.  by  26— cloisters  280  ft. 


Annually. 

£2\     6    0 

12  15    0 


long — north  front  420  ft.  long— built  of  stone,  or- 
namented with  8  lofty  towers — park  and  grounds 
of  corresponding  extent,  sworn  as  w^orth  150/. 
per  annum  and  no  move. 
Appleby  Castle,  Earl  of  Tlianet 
Wharton  Hall,  Earl  of  Lonsdale 
Levin's  Hall,  Hon.  F.  G.  Honard 
Rydal  Hall,  Lady  le  Fleming 
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We  are  expected  to  believe  that  in  High-street,  St.  Giles's,  Whitechapel,  or 
Houndsditch,  there  are  more  superb  residences  to  be  met  with  than  Ijowther 
Castle, — this  is  irresistibly  ludicrous. 


WILTS. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 
9  houses  rated  at    SOL  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 


90^. 
lOOi. 

no;. 

UOl. 
20QL 
SOOl, 


Annually. 

d^U 
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3 

4 

15  11 

8 

21 

5 
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The  principal  dwellings  consist  of — 

Wardour  Castle,  Lord  Arundel 

A  noble  hall — a  centre  and  two  wings — built 
entirely  of  free  stone — 26  apartments  on  one  floor! 
Earl  Stoke  Park,    W.  Taylor,  esq. 

Extends  360  ft.  in  froiit — extensive  park,  &c. 
Longleat,  Marq.  of  Bath 
Heyt;esbury  House,  Lord  Heytesbury 
!New  Park,  (Devizes,)  B.  Estcourt,  esq. 
Castle  Combe  House,    W.  Scrope,  esq. 
Charlton  Park,  Earl  of  Suffolk 
Wilton  House,  Earl  ^Pembroke 

Celebrated  seat — fine  park — a  princely  s^id 
superb  abode. 
Bradley  House,  Diike  of  Somerset 
Stourton  House,  Sir  R.  G.  Hoare,  bt. 
Corsham  House,  P.  Methuen,  esq. 

Not  a  single  assessment  rated  higher  than  300^.  per  annum. 

Longleat,  the  Marquess  of  Bath,  rated  at  300^.  per  annum. 

Earl  Stoke  Park,  extending  360  feet  in  front. 

Wardour  Castle,  rated  at  200^  per  annum. 

Wilton  House,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  rated  at  150/.  pBrTinnum.  In  the  classic 
regions  of  Wapping,  Bow,  Poplar,  Bethnal  Green,  Shorediteh,  and  Mile  End, 
we  find  twenty-eight  dwellings  rated  equally  with  the  princely  seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  in  the  same  division  sixty-one  very  little  below. 


Bow  Wood,  Marq.  qf  Lansdowne 

Magnificent  seat — one  of  the  wings  300  ft.  in 
extent. 
Tottenham  Park,  Marq.  of  Aylesbury 
Liddiard  Park,  Lord  Bolingbroke 
Longford  Castle,  Earl  of  Radnor 
Savernake  Lodge,  Marq.of  Aylesbury 
Lockeridge  House 
Charlton,  Earl  of  Suffolk 
Amesbury,  Lord  Dou(jlas 
Salisbury  Palace,  Bishop  of  Salisbury 
Ford  Abbey 

The  great  hall  55  ft.  by  28. 
Dyrham 

Principal  front  130  ft.  in  length— in  a  park  of 
500  acree. 


WORCESTER. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 
2  houses  rated  at  200/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty,  £2H  6  8 
7  -  -  110/.  -  -  -  -  -  15  11  8 
7        -         -  100/. U    3    4 


The  principal  residences  consist  of — 

Northwick,  Lord  Northwick 
Croome  Park,  Earl  of  Coventry 
Hagley  Park,  Lord  Lyftleton 
Far-famed  superb  seat. 
Enville  Hall,  Earl  of  Stamford  and 

Warrington 

Noble  seat. 
Wliitley  Court,  Lord  Foley 

Elegant  mansion— extensive  park. 
Stanford  Court,  Sir  T.  E.  Winnington 
New  House,  Lord  Deerhurst 


Madresfield  Court,  Earl  Beauehamp 
Ilanbury  Hall,  J.  Phillips,  esq. 

Spacious  mansion— ^centre — two  wings — 
grounds  include  130  acres. 
Arely  Hall,  Earl  of  Mountnorris 
Hartlebury  Castle,  Bishop  of  Worcester 
Ombersley  Court,  March.  Donmshire 
Grafton  Hall,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
Hewell  Grange,  Earl  of  Plymouth 
Worcestei^  Palace,  Bishop  of  Woi'cester 


28 

A  right  reverend  Bishop,  a  dowager  Marchioness,  five  noble  Earls,  and  six 
noble  Lords,  rated  to  the  inhabited  house  duty,  as  dwelling  in  habitations  in- 
ferior to  the  abodes  of  the  denizens  of  Cheapside  or  Lornhill  ;  a  pretty 
division  of  taxation  truly  ;  what  an  adjustment" between  property  and  payment ! 
Looking  at  the  state  of  taxation,  as  exemplified  in  this  county  only,  we  cease 
to  wonder  at  the  complaints  of  its  weight,  scarcity  of  money  and  poverty 
amongst  the  most  useful  classes  of  the  community. 


YORK. 

By  the  official  returns  it  appears  that  there  are  in  this  county 

Annualljr. 

4  houses  rated  at  300^.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty,    £4Q  10    0^ 

10        -  -         200^.       -  -  -  -  -        28    6    8 

9        -  -  loOL        -  -  -  -  -         21     5    0 

25         -  -  110^.        -  -  -  -         16   11     8 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 


Bawtry,  Lady  Galway 
Stapleton  Park,  Hon.  E.  R.  Pelre 
Womersley  Hall ,  Lord  hatvke 
Ledstone  Hall,  C.  Wilson,  esq. 
Thorneville  Royal,  Lord  Stourton 
Newton  House,  Earl  of  Darlington 
Kiplin,  Earl  of  Tyrconnel 
Stan  wick  Park,  Lord  Prudhoe 
Ribstone  Hall,  Lady  Goodricke 
Newby  Hall,  Lord  Grantham 
Thorpe  Perroes,  M.  Millbank,  esq. 
Hornby  Castle,  Duke  of  Leeds 
Noble  edifice. 

Aske  Hall,  Lord  Dimdas 
Hipswell  Lodge,  March,  of  Ormond 
Stainborough  Hall,  F.  Wentwoi'th,  esq. 
The  Grange, Lord  Hoivard  of  Effingham 
Harewood  House,  Earl  of  Harcwood 
Noble  mansion,  length  247  ft.  breadth  89  ft. 
gallery  77  ft-  by  24,  22  ft.  high — extensive  park, 
gardens  and  pleasure  grounds. 

Studley  Royal,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Methley  Hall,  Eai'l  of  Mexborough 
Temple   Newsome,  Dow.   March,   of 

Hertford 
Grantley  Hall,  Lord  Grantley 
AUer ton  Park,  Lord  Stourton 
Shipton  Castle,  Earl  of  Thanet 
Bolton  Hall,  Duke  of  Devonshire 
Wentworth  House,  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
Superb  mansion  600  ft.  long ;  park  comprises 
1,500  acres. 

Not  a  single  dwelling  rated  higher  than  300^.  per  annum,  in  the  vast  and 
wealthy  county  of  York,  though  we  there  find  Hornby  Castle,  the  Duke  of 
Leeds'  noble  residence. 

Wentworth  House,  Earl  Fitzwilliam's  magnificent  abode,  presenting  a  front 
six  hundred  feet  long,  in  a  park  of  fifteen  hundred  acres,  rated  at  30!/.  per  ann. 

Bishopsthorpe  Palace,  the  Archbishop  of  York.  Not  an  assessment  in  the 
entire  county  higher  than  that  paid  for  the  dwelling  of  a  needy  trader  in  any  of 
the  principal  thoroughfares  in  London,  who  probably  pays  every  third  year 
this  (to  him)  income  tax  (falsely  denominated  a  tax  upon  inhabited  houses,) 
out  of  his  capital.    Notwithstanding  the  veracious  opinions  of  the  Yorkshire 


Malham  Water  House,  Lord  Ribblesdale 
Sandbeck,  Earl  of  Scarborough 
Wadworth  Hall,  Rev.  W.  En'bank 
Cowick  Hall,  Lord  Visct.  Downe 
Melbourne  Hall,  Sir  H.  Vavasour,  bt. 
Holme  Vicarage,  Dean  of  Peterborough 
Houghton  Hall,  Hon.  E.  Stourton 
Castle  Howard,  Earl  of  Carlisle 
Mulgrave  Castle,  Earl  of  Mulgrave 
Duncombe  Park,  C.  Duneombc,  esq. 
Suporb  edifice,  hall  60  ft.  by  40— saloon  88  ft. 
by  25 — Ionic  columns. 

Wilton  Castle,  Sir  J.  Lmvthcr 
Dalton  Hall,  Lord  Hotham 
Everingham  Hall,  M.  Maxivcll,  esq. 
Sledmere  Park,  Sir  T.  Sykes 
Hackness  Hall,  Sir  J.  Johnstone 
Swillington  House,  Sir  J.  Loivther,  bt. 
Birdsall,  Lord  Middleton 
Danby  Lodge,  Lord  Donne 
Streatlam  Castle,  Lady  Strathmore 
Burton  Constable,  Sir  T.  Constable,  bt. 
Two  superb   fronts,  one  90  ft.  long— the  other 
133  ft. — and  two  wings  78  ft.  each — ^two  square 
towers — spacious  park. 

Cave  Castle,  //.  G.  Barnard,  esq. 

Noble  structure. 
Serlby  Hall,  Lord  Galway 
Wortley  Hall,  Lord  Wharncliffe 
Bishopsthorpe  Palace,  Archbp.  of  York 
Wiseton  Hall,  Lord  Althorpe 
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assessors,  and  though  they  were  bound  to  be  guided  by  instructions  from  the 
Treasury, — we  take  the  privilege  of  thinking  these  assessments  are  singularly 
low. 


WALES. 

ANGLESEA. 

By  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

16  houses  rated  at  301.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty, 

4        - 


2 


40;. 

60^. 

80/. 
100/. 
150/. 


Annually. 

5  13 

8  10 
11  6 
14  3 
21     6 


The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county 

Baron  Hill,  Lady  Bulkeley 

Plas  Newyd,  Marquess  of  Anglcsea 

Noble  residence — centre — wings — octagonal 
turret — Gothicised  servants  hall — lofty  entrance 
liall — extensive  dining  Iiall — parlours — billiard 
rooms — library — enchanting   prospecc. 

The  Friars,  Sir  R.  Williams 
Plas  Coch,  Sir  W.  Clark 
Hirdefraig,  Col.  Edwards 
Bodior 
Tregarnedd 

Only  six  dwellings  in  the  county  sworn  to  as  being  worth  more  than  40/.  per 
annum. 


Llynon 

Treiorworth,  Rev.  H.  W.  Jones 

Presaddfed 

Carreg  Lwyd 

Penrhoo  Hall,  Sir  J.Stanley,  hart. 

Maes-y-Porth 

Red  Hill 

Henllys 

Craig-y-dou 

Plas  Gwyn 

Plas  Llanddfnan 


CARNARVON. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 

13  houses  rated  at  30/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty,  £Z  7    6 

7          -        -          40/.                -                -                -  6  13    4 

1  -        -          50/.                -                -                -  7  18 

2  -  -  60/.  -  -  -  8  10  0 
2  -  -  70/.  -  -  -  9  18  4 
1  -  -  80/.  -  -  -  11  0  8 
1          -        -        100/.                -                -                -  14  8    4 


The  principal  dwellings  in  this  county  are 


Glynllifon  Park,  Lm^d  Newborough 

Vaenol  House,  T.  A.  Smith,  esq. 

Glangwnna,  T.  Lloyd,  esq. 

Bangor  Palace,  Bishop  of  Bangor 

Caer  Hem  Hall 

Plas-y-Dyffryn 

Pennarth 

Penrhyn 

Lime  Grove 

Tan-yr-Alt-Ucha 

Tan-yr-Alt-Issa 

Ty  Nanney 

Seven  houses  only  in  the  county  of  Caniarvon  rated  as  worth  more  than  40/. 
annually  as  dwelling  houses. 


Brynkir,  Sir  J.  Huddart,  hart. 

Beaver  Grove,  Rev.  J.  Ellis 

Gorphwysfa. 

Plas-yn-Llanfair 

Brynsteddfod 

Marie 

Bodyscalla 

Gloddaeth,  Sir  T.  Mostyn,  hart. 

Deganevy 

Vaenol  House,  T.  Asshetan  Smith,  esq. 

Lime  Grove 


30 


DENBIGH. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

1  house  rated  at  lOOi.  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
1          .          -  80i.  - 

1  .        -  -  601. 

6  -  -  50/. 

20  -  -  40/. 

The  principal  dwellings  in  the  county  are 


Annua 

ly. 

^14 

3 

4 

11 

6 

8 

8 

10 

0 

7 

1 

8 

5 

14 

4 

Gwydir,  Lord  Gwydir 

Llangedwin  Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  TV.  W. 

Wynne 
Byrnhinalt,  Lord  Dunr/annon 
Chirk  Castle,  Mr*.  Biddulph 
Wynnstay,  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne.,  hart. 

Venerable  oaks — avenue — majestic  elms — car- 
riage road  one  mile  in  length — spacious  lawn, 
baths — plantations — sheet  of  water. 
Erthig,  S.  Yorke,  esq. 
Acton  Park,  Sir  F.  Cunliffe 
Pool  Park,  Lord  Bagot 
Caer  Plum  Hall 

Beddlewyddan,  Sir  J.  Williams 
Pengwern,  Sir  E.  P.  Lloyd 
Kinmel  Park,  Col.  Huglies 
Plas  Pawer 


Dinbryn 

Llandysilis,  Major  Harrison 

Handsome  buiWing — centre — two  wings — 
number  of  spacious  elegant  apartments. 

Plas  Newydd 

Trevor  Hall 

Dyffrynaled 

Coed  Coch 

Garthewin 

Teyrdon 

Gwrych 

Byrndulas 

Pwllycrochan,  Sir  D.  Erskine,  hart. 

Pentrebychan 


Gwersylt  Hall 
Gwersylt  Hill 

Wynnstay  sworn  not  to  be  worth  more  than  100/.  per  annum,  and  Chirk  Cas- 
tle 80/.  The  majority  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  this  county  pay  under  6/. 
per  annum  in  inhabited  house  duty. 


FLINT. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

7  houses  rated  at  60/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 


Annually. 


8 

. 

60/. 

I 

80/. 

5 

. 

40/. 

8 

. 

30/. 

\2 

- 

20/. 

£7     I 

8 

8  10 

0 

11     6 

8 

5  13 

4 

8    7 

2    6 

0 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 

Plas  T^g,  —  Ropei',  esq.  Gwyfany  Hall 

Hall  43ft.  long  and  23  wide.  Kilken  Hall 

Halkin  Hall,  Marq.  of  Westminster 
Whitford  Downing,  D.  Pennant,  esq. 
Mostyn  Hall,  Sir  T.  Mostyn,  hart. 
Pengwern,  Sir  E.  P.  Lloyd,  hart. 
Gredington  Hall,  Lord  Kenyon 
Palace  of  St.  Asaph,  Bp.  of  St.  Asaph 
Lees  Wood 
Plas  Onn 
Coed  Ou 
Rhual 
Downing 
Golden  Grove 
Tulacre,  Sir  E.  Mostyn 
Penbedeo 
Bryn  Bella,  Sir  J.  S.  P.  Salusbury 


Llanerch  House 

Hawarden  Castle,  Sir  S.  Glynne,  hart. 

Upper  Downing 

Gyrn 

Bodryddan,  Dean  of  St.  Asaph 

Lower  Soughton,  Rev.  J.  C.  Potter 

Middle  Soughton 

Upper  Soughton 

Llanerch  Park,  Rev.  G.  Allanson 

Bronwylfa,  Col.  Brown 

Cefn 

Wyfair,  Rev.  J.  C,  Potter 

Plas  Heaton 

Llewenny  Hall,  Col.- Hughes 


Qnly  twenty-one  residents  in  this  county  pay  more  than  31, 7s,  6rf.  each  annually, 
dwelling  house  duty. 
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MERIONETH. 

According  to  the  official  returns  there  is  in  this  county 

Annually, 
1  house  rated  at  100/.  paying  inhabited  house  duty    ,8^14    3    4 

1  -  -  60/.  -  -  -  8  10    0 

2  -  -  50/.  -  -  -  7     18 
8          -          -            40/.             -                -                -                6  13    4 

11  -  -  30/.  -  -  -  3    7    6 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 

Glan-y-llyn,  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  Dolenchcoyny 

Tan-y-Bwlch  Hall,  W.  G.  Oakley,  esq.  Maesmawr 

Bryn  Raggalt 

Caerrynwch  Rug 

Bryny  Gwn  Frondderw 

Hengwrt  Hall  Bodwenni 

Mannaw  Hall,  Sir  R.  Vaughan,  hart.  Pale,  Rev.  J.  Lloyd 

Doluchaogryd  Fron-haulog 

Llwyu  Crogen 
Tyncoed 

The  nobility,  clergy,  and  gentry  of  Merioneth  it  appears  are  called  upon 
for  less  in  direct  taxation  than  the  inhabitants  of  any  bye  street  or  lane  in  Lon- 
don or  the  suburbs. 


MONTGOMERY. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 


Anually. 

12  houses  rated  at  30/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 

<f  3    7    6 

2          -          -        40/. 

. 

5  13    4 

1           -          -        70/. 

_ 

9  18    4 

1           -           -       100/. 

- 

14    3    4 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  consist  of — 

Llwydiarth,  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  bt. 

Crosswood 

Powis  Castle,  Viscount  Clive 

Trawscoed 

Penbryn 

Gyfronydd 

Lymore  Lodge,  Viscotmt  Clive 

Greenfields 

Whelton 

Machynlleth 

Gumley 

Glandyfi 

Nantcribba 

Talgarth 

Leighton  Hall 

Cilgwrgan 

Glanhafren 

Newtown  Park,  Rev.  G 

.  A.  Evors 

Llannerchydol 

Cregynnog,  C.  Hanbury  Tracy,  esq. 

Garth 

Berth-da 

Trelydan 

Aberfechan 

Guilsford  Vicarage,  Rev.  C.  Luxmore 

Dolguog,  Captain  Pierce 

Only  four  houses  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  sworn  to  be  worth  more  than 
30/.  per  annum,  or  that  contribute  more  than  3/.  7s.  Qd.  annually  for  inhabited' 
house  duty. 

CARMARTHEN. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 
24  houses  rated  at  30/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 


40/. 
60/. 
60/. 


£B    7 

6 

6  13 

4 

7     1 

8 

8  10 

0 
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The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 


Dynevor  Castle  and  Newton  Park,  Lord 

Dynevor 
Golden  Grove,  Lord  Cawdor 
Bishop  of  St.  David's  Palace  at  Aber- 

gwylly,  Bishop  of  St.  David's 
A  noble  mansion. 
Taliares,  Lord  R.  Seymour 
Henlys,  W.  Jones,  esq. 
Towey  Castle 
Picton  Castle 
Tern  Hill 
Gnoll  Castle 


Drumma  House 

Glanbrane 

Brichgrove 

Fountain  Hall 

Lime  Grove 

Slaughtarn  Castle 

Ridgway 

Weston  Castle 

Roberton  Hall 

Rosepool 

Edwinsford,  Sir  E.  WUliams^  bart. 


Only  four  dwellings  rated  higher  than  40/.  per  annum. 


CARDIGAN. 

It  appears  by  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

6  houses  rated  at  20Z.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty 
8  -        -         3W. 


Annuallv. 

e2   5   0 

3     7 


6 


The  principal  residences  are — 

Hafod  (Devil's  Bridge) 
Crosswood,  Earl  of  Lisburne 
Glanfred,  Earl  Cawdor 
Gogerddan,  Pryse  Pryse,  esq. 
Nanteos 


Mabus,  Col.  Phillips 

Myuachty,  Col,  Gwynne 

TygUyn 

Llaniron  House,  Col.  Lewis 

Ty-Llwyd 


Two  noble  Earls  and  three  gallant  Colonels,  according  to  this  statement, 
dwelling  in  habitations  of  the  value  of  30/.  and  201.  respectively  annually, 
and  no  more. 


GLAMORG\N. 

According  to  the  oflBcial  returns  there  is  in  this  county  - 

inhabited  house   duty 


1  house  rated  at 


80/. 
70/. 
60/. 
60/. 


paying 


11 

24 

The  principal  residences 
Llantrithyd,  Sir  J.  Aubrey,  bart. 
Fonmon  Castle,  R.  Jones,  esq. 
Cardiff  Castle,  Marq.  of  Bute 
Penlyne  Castle,  Earl  of  Clarendon 
Gnoll  Castle,  H.  Grant,  esq. 
Merthyr  Mawr,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Nichol 
Briton  Ferry  House,  Earl  of  Jersey 
St.  Pagan's  Castle,  Earl  qf  Plymouth 
Llandaff  Court 
Dunraven 

Formerly  the  residence  of  Caractacus ;    the 
oldest  residence  in  Wales. 
Ewenny  Priory 
Hensal  Park 
Belle  Vue 
Bryn  House 
Fairy  Hall 
Penrice  Castle 


Annually. 
£\l  6  8 
9  18  4 
8  10  0 
7     1     8 


Woodlands  Castle 

Cochtrefen 

Pant-un   awel 

Baglain  Hall 

St.  Helens 

Marino 

Sketty  Park 

Sketty  Hall 

Penrice  Castle 

Dowlais  House 

Plymouth  Lodge 

Penydarran  House 

Cyfarthfa  Castle,  W.  Crashay,  esq. 

Energlynn 

Green  Meadow 

Ash  Hall 

Newton  House, 
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PEMBROKE. 
According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

24  houses  rated  at  40^.  each  payiiig  inhabited  house  duty 
2         -        -  60^. 

1  -        -  60/. 

8      -      -      nm. 


Annually. 
£6  18    4 

7  1     8 

8  10    0 
14    3    4 


The  principal  residences  are 

Wiston  Castle,  Lord  Cawdor 

Stackpole  Court,  Lord  Cawdor 

Boulston,  R.  G.  Acklam,d,  esq. 

Onelton,  Sir  John  Owen 

Corston  House 

Brownslade  House 

Ivy  Tower 

Lamphey  Court 

Lamphey  Park 

Freestone  Hall 

Upton 

Holyland,  Gen.  Adams 

Bush 


Fern  Hill,  Sir  H.  Matthias,  hart. 

Llanwenovas 

Boulston 

Harmeston 

Thornton 

Robestone  Hall 

Rosepool 

St.  Bride's-hiU 

Nieston  House 

Mullock 

Butter  Hill 

Dale  Castle 


BRECKNOCK. 


According  to  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annual  y; 
2  houses  rated  at  60/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty  .^8  10  0 
4         -         -        60/.  -  -  -  7    18 

12 


60/. 
40/. 


The  principal  residences  are 

Tregoyd,  Lord  Hartford 

Llanelwith  Hall 

Wellfleld  House 

Maeslough 

Llangoed  Castle,  A.  Macnamara,  esq, 

Gwernevelt  House 

Llanigon 


5  13    4 


Oakfield 

Hay  Castle,  H.  Wellington,  esq. 

Brecknock  Priory,  Marquess  Camden 

Buckland  House,  T.  H.  Gwynne,  esq, 

Pinpont  House,  P,  Williams,  esq. 

Fried  Gruch 

Ter  Maur 


RADNOR. 

By  the  official  returns  there  are  in  this  county 

Annually. 
8  houses  rated  at  20/.  each  paying  inhabited  house  duty    ^2    6    0 

The  principal  residences  in  this  county  are 


Chin  Hine,  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
Rated  at  £2Q.  per  annum,  and  paying  £2.  Zs. 

house  duty. 

Harpton  Court,  Rt.  Hon,  T,  Frankland 
Lewis,  M.  P, 
Rated  as  worth  ^20.  per  annum,  and  paying 

£2.  5s.  house  duty. 

Boultibrooke,  Sir  Jones  Brydges  Har- 
ford, hart. 
Rated  at  ^20.' per  annum,  £2.  5j,  duty. 


Knighton,  Richard  Price,  esq.  M,  P. 

Rated  at  £20.  per  annum,  £2.  5s.  duty. 

Downfield,  R.  B.  Price,  esq. 

Rated  as  worth  jC20.    per   annum,  and  pay? 
£2.  5«.duty.- 

Llwynbarried,  Thomas  Evans,  esq. 

Rated  at  £20.  per  annum,  and  pays  £2.  5s. 
duty. 


Not  a  house  rated  higher  than  20/.  per  annum  in  the  county  of  Radnor. 

Only  £2.  5s.  house  duty  paid  by  the  wealthiest  residents  in  this  county ! 
why  the  poorest  owners  of  the  miserable  dwellings  in  the  alleys  of  the  metro- 
polis are  called  upon  for  more. 

Two  British  senators  and  a  baronet,  according  to  these  returns,  dwelling  ia 

c 
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houses  not  worth  more  than  20/.  per  annum  each,  and  paying  Ql.  5s.  in  house 
duty.  Rentals  are  low  indeed  in  Radnorshire.  A  j  ourneyman  mechanic  for  his 
garret  or  cellar  at  3*.  6d.  per  week  pays  more  for  inhabited  house  duty,  seeing 
that  if  no  house  duty  were  in  existence,  that  for  which  he  now  pays  ds.  6d» 
weekly  would  be  reduced  to  2*.  Qd. 


This  concludes  the  assessments  for  the  various  counties  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  instructs  us,  that  so  perfect,  so  just,  and  so  equitable,  is  the  present  system  of 
ilnance,  that  by  a  simple  removal  of  habitation,  with  equal  property  or  terTlimes 
more,  without  forfeiting  a  particle  of  the  benefits  derived  as  British  subjects 
from  the  institutions  and  establishments  of  the  slate,  we  may  avoid  the  payment 
of  three-fourths  of  the  rate  of  taxation  industrious  exertion  is  called  upon  to 
support.  Need  there  be  a  better  illustration  than  the  county  of  Radnor  affords 
of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  ?  We  there  find  the  eight  irealthicst  residents 
(unitedly,)  contributing  less  than  one  retail  trader  in  the  metropolis  or  some  of 
the  large  towns.  We  denominate  the  house  duty  a  tax  upon  industry — are  we  in 
error  in  so  naming  it  ?  Property  ought  to  be  the  basis  for  taxation  ;  the  house 
duty  forces  it  upon  industry  ;  the  shield  of  the  laws  is  not  a  whit  less  extended 
over  the  noble  residents  in  the  various  counties,  and  yet  what  is  their  propor- 
tion of  taxation  compared  with  their  means,  in  comparison  with  that  paid  by 
the  householders  in  large  towns  from  their  daily  exertions  ?  Residents  in  crowded 
cities  are  those  whose  profession  or  business  compels  them  so  to  be  ;  the  oc- 
cupants of  mansions  in  the  country  are  people  of  independent  fortune — the  first 
pay  a  high  rental,  heavy  parochial  rates  from  precarious  and  uncertain  means  ;  the 
latter  it  would  appeal-  by  the  return,  a  slight  rental,  from  a  certain  and  independent 
income,  or  by  being  owners,  no  rent  at  all ;  which  of  the  two  should  be  compelled 
to  bear  the  greatest  burthen  of  taxation  ?  The  answer  is  plain  and  obvious,-*— those 
who  have  the  greatest  property  to  defend  ;  and  yet  we  will  undertake  to  prove, 
that  forty  or  fifty  pounds  yearly  in  direct  taxation,  is  in  numerous  instances 
paid  by  those  whose  entire  property,  if  sold,  would  not  produce  100^.  per  ann. 
clear  income  ;  when  many  who  have  annual  revenues  derived  from  land,  houses 
or  other  property,  varying  from  \,600l.  to  30,00Gf.  per  annum,  pay  yearly  sums, 
Tarying  between  five  pounds  and  fifty,  in  support  of  that  government  to  which 
all  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  in  accordance  with  their  property  and  means. 
If  the  rental  of  houses  all  over  the  country  varied  from  the  size  of  the  house 
and  not  in  consequence  of  the  situation  for  particular  purposes,  then  the  inha- 
bited house  duty,  fairly  taken  upon  the  full  value,  or  any  part  of  the  value,  (in 
all  cases  alike,)  would  to  a  certain  extent  be  just.  We  suppose  the  case  of  a 
resident  in  London,  for  instance,  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  occupying 
chambers  in  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  (rated  to  the  inhabited  house  duty.)  and 
likewise,  elsewhere,  a  dwelling  for  his  family,  rated  to  the  same  duty  (this  is 
the  case  with  some  thousands)  ;  supposing,  we  say,  this  individual  to  become, 
by  the  will  of  a  deceased  relation,  the  owner  and  possessor  of  a  noble  man- 
sion and  estate,  what  would  then  be  the  amount  of  taxation  required  at  his 
hands  with  abundant  means  of  meeting  the  charge,  to  that  which  was  demanded 
when  in  a  state  of  comparative  want  ?— -not  one  quarter  the  amount !  This  will 
explain  how  heavily  the  house  duty  presses  upon  the  springs  of  industry,  taking 
from  the  most  meritorious  classes  that  which  must  be  drawn  from  deprivation, 
and  by  circumscribing  the  wants  of  their  families. 

Where  do  we  find  the  powerful  and  wealthy  classes  placed,  by  this  par- 
liamentary return  of  the  rates  of  taxation  paid  by  the  inhabitant  householders 
■  of  England^oremost  in  the  van?  in  generous  sympathy  proudly  pre-eminent ? 
liberally  contributing  from  their  ample  means  to  the  nation's  wants?  first  in 
the  ranks,  the  legitimate  and  noble  supporters  of  the  revered  and  valued  insti- 
tutions of  this  our  common  country?  joined  heart  and  hand  in  mitigating  and 
alleviating  the  sufferings  of  a  struggling  nation?  But  where  do  we  find  the 
powerful  and  wealthy  ones  as  taxpayers,  and  as  such,  supporters  of  the  establish- 
ments of  the  state?— in  the  rear  rank,  yielding  precedence  in  the  performance 
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of  this  important  duly  to  the  Helots  of  commerce  !  The  returns  Ineontestlbly 
prove,  in  direct  taxation  to  the  inhabited  house  duty,  (that  most  important 
branch,)  the  middle  and  industrious  classes  of  the  community  pay,  with  meant 
incomparably  less  in  proportion,  for  houses  in  every  respect  inferior  In 
value  as  dwellings,  frequently  an  equal  amount,  and,  in  numerous  instances,  in 
finitely  more,  than  the  powerful  and  wealthy  classes  pay  for  their  xpUndid  and 
princely  dnellings,  of  ten-fold  value! 


IT  has  been  urged  in  support  of  the  Inhabited  House  Duty ,  that  it  is  a  "  FairTax,' 
that  it  is  in  fact  a  species  of  "  Property  Tax  ;" — the  parties  supportinpr  this  fiscal 
measure,  assuming^  that  of  course  the  rental  or  annual  value  of  the  dv-clliny  repre- 
sents the  property  of  the  several  occupants.  This  is  most  obviously  incorrect  and 
unfounded,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  particularly  as  applying^  to  the  Metropolis 
and  large  manufacturing  towns.  Does  the  rental  paid  by  traders,  &c.  in  general 
represent  their  property  ?  Can  each  of  the  many  thousands  whose  dwellings  throng 
the  main  and  bye  streets  in  this  vast  City,  in  Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  &c.  &c. — can  the  majority  of  these  parties  say^  that 
they  are  respectively  uortJi  enough  to  purchase  the  freehold  of  their  dwellings  1  and 
should  they  be  in  possession  of  property  sufficient  (after  payment  of  all  debts)  to 
purchase  the  premises  in  their  occupation,  it  would  then  be  apparent  that  the 
inhabited  house  duty  alone  (to  say  nothing  of  the  window  tax)  is  to  them  a  property 
taj;  of  nearly  fifteen  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  annual  value  of  their  pro- 
perty. And  if  this  is  the  case  with  those  who  could  purchase  their  premises ^  how 
fares  it  with  the  tens  of  thousands  whose  struggles  can  scarcely  make  head  against 
the  stream,  men  of  small  capital  and  resources,  but  who  are  nevertheless  compelled 
to  dwell  in  houses  from  locality  liable  to  a  heavy  rental^  and  consequently  heavy 
taxation:  is  not  the  house  duty  to  such  persons  a  property  tax,  varying  from 
fifteen  pounds  to  thirty  pounds  and  upwards  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  annual 
value  of  their  property  ? 

Reversing  the  picture — does  the  annual  value  of  the  dwellings  occupied  by  the 
powerful  and  wealthy  classes  represent  within  reasonable  bounds  the  value  of  the 
property  of  these  classes  ?  and  what  sort  of  a  property  tax  can  that  be,  which 
varies  between  thirty  pence  and  thirty  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum  in  the  amount 
claimed  from  various  individuals?  Many  have  asserted,  and  with  a  great  semblance 
of  plausibility,  that  though  the  rate  of  taxation  presses  apparently  heavily  on  the 
middle  and  industrious  classes,  yet  it  is  not  so  in  reality;  the  price  and  value  of 
the  various  commodities,  &c.  which  they  respectively  supply,  being  enhanced  in 
value  to  the  public  from  the  pressure  of  taxation  being  so  great.  This  may  easily 
be  answered — competition,  in  every  thing,  and  on  all  sides,  regulates  and  keeps 
down  prices.  And  are  we  to  take  a  certain  payment  against  uncertain  gains,  a 
substance  for  a  shadow?  Who  would  feel  satisfied  with  tljis  answer, — "  1  am  com- 
pelled to  charge  a  higher  price  than  would  be  charged  to  you  elsewhere,  from 
the  weight  of  taxation  which  presses  more  forcibly  on  me,  in  cousequeuce  of  my 
premises  being  in  a  street  in  which  the  rate  of  taxation  is  very  high."  Who  is  there 
that  does  not  purchase  by  price  and  quality,  without  reference  to  or  regarding  the 
burdens  to  which  the  seller  is  subjected,  whether  they  be  light  or  whether  they  be 
heavy  ?  And  should  it  be  allowed  that  such  is  the  case,  that  the  house  duly  is  paid 
by  the  purchaser  and  consumer  in  the  end,  we  arrive  at  the  confession,  that  the 
present  house  duty  is  both  an  income  tax  and  a  dwelling-house  duty  ;  that  part 
which  may  be  termed  an  income  tax  being  levied  exclusively  on  the  middle  and 
industrious  classes  from  their  precarious  and  uncertain  gains  ;  and  is  it  not  there- 
fore a  tax  on  industry?  If  the  annual  earnings  of  industry  are  thus  to  be  dimi- 
nished  by  the  payment  of  this  tax,  what  is  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  same 
principle    to  the   annual  profits   of   all  mines,    companies,    manufactories,  and 
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mercantile  establisbmeats  througboat    the  kingdom^— omitting  any  reference  to 
the  annual  value  of  all  lauded  property,  funded,  &c.?* 

It  must  be  perfectly  clear,  that  a  tax  like  that  levied  on  inhabited  houses,  where 
from  situation  alone  for  particular  purposes,  a  house  of  one  tenth  part  of  the 
ditnensions  and  intrinsic  value  commands,  though  not  as  a  dvcelling,  yet  for  the  pur- 
poses oftrade,a  higher  value  in  rental,  caunot  bejustor  fair — how  can  rew^aZ  display 
the  value  of  the  dwellings  of  the  different  classes  of  society  ?  Mere  rental  never  can 
accomplish  the  most  desirable  effect  of  equalizing  the  weight  of  taxation  j  the 
value  of  a  house  varying  from  the  situation,  even  more  than  from  size.  There  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  magnificent  and  princely  dwellings  in  any  of  the  counties 
rated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  that  levied  on  houses  in  all  respects  infinitely  inferior 
in  value  as  dwellings  in  any  of  the  densely  crowded  parts  of  the  metropolis; 
dwellings  which  would  not  be  considered  fit  for  the  residence  of  any  person  of 
independent  property,  though  perfectly  well  adapted  to  the  uses  to  which  they  are 
applied,  and  for  which  a  most  ample  rent  is  paid  by  the  tenant  from  his  industry 
and  exertions.  It  has  been  stated,  cei'tainly  not  without  good  reasons,  that  the  com- 
plaints against  the  house  and  window  duty  (particularly  the  house  duty  J  are  not 
general,  but  confined  principally  to  the  Metropolitan  districts  :  the  cause  of  this 
apparent  apathy  (if  such  exists),  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fully  answered, 
in  stating, "  that  he  was  aware  in  the  various  counties,  houses  worth  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  were  rated  for  taxation  at  thirty  or  forty  pounds 
per  annum  each  /"  an  assertion  in  which  the  Noble  Lord  is  most  fully  borne  out,  as 
will  be  apparent  by  an  inspection  of  the  returns  for  each  county.  In  obedience  to, 
and  in  the  fulfilment  of,  the  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  and  large  towns 
hdLve  been  paying  at  (or  nearly  at  J  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and  tenpence  in  the 
pound  on  the  value  of  their  dwellings,  in  which  valuation  has  been  included,  as  far 
as  the  trading  classes  are  concerned,  the  heavy  rental  paid  for  their  shops  and 
warehouses  J  but  it  would  appear,  that  this  law,  which  ought  to  have  been  a  just 
and  equal  law,  applicable  without  deviation  to  all — this  law,  so  plain  and  legible 
in  some  places,  has  been  in  others  a  withered  and  illegible  scroll.  Those  who  have 
paid  threepence  half-penny  in  the  pound  on  the  annual  value  of  their  dwellings 
instead  of  two  shillings  and  tenpence  in  the  pound,  as  directed  by  the  law  of  the 
land,  have  in  truth  no  cause  for  complaint,  neither  would  the  Metropolitan  or  any 
other  householders,  had  they  been  taxed  at  the  same  rate  :  the  repeal  of  the  house 
and  window  duty  would  at  once  effect  that,  which  the  removal  of  indirect  taxation 
has  hitherto  failed  to  accomplish,  and  relieve  those  who  have  been  the  greatest 
sufferers  from  oppressive  and  unequal  taxation. 

Thousands  now  pent  up  in  lodgings  would  immediately  take  houses,  and  by  so 
doing,  lessen  all  parochial  rates.  Each  of  such  fresh  occupants  of  houses  now 
empty  and  untenanted,  must  be  purchasers  to  some  extent  of  articles  of  British 
manufacture  and  industry,  which  would  have  remained  uncs^Ued  for  if  they  had 
continued  lodgers  j  the  beneficial  and  salutary  effects  caused  by  the  removal  of  these 
oppressive  imposts  would  speedily  be  visible  in  increased  employment — diminu- 
tion of  poor  rates — and  in  a  general  diffusion  of  satisfaction  and  contentment 
amongst  the  most  useful  members  of  the  community — in  fact,  in  a  cheering  feelinf 
of  renovation  and  strength  throughout  the  entire  social  system. 

London,  February  1833. 

*  Annual  value  of  landed  preperty:— England,  ^49,744,622;  Wales,  ^2,153,801;  Scotland, 
j£6,625,655 ;  Total,  ^58,551,078.  Capital  of  funded  property,  jf737,130,668  ;— Pividends  tUereon, 
.^£25,772,296. 
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